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INTER-AMERICAN AFFAIRS 


PREVENTIVE ANTI-DENGUE MEASURES TAKEN 


Nicaraguan Alert 


PAO51610 Managua Radio Sandino in Spanish 0300 GMT 4 Aug 81 


_-—-— ——_ - 
a _——— —_—— _— —_—— 


[Text] The Nicaraguan Government has adopted preventive weasures on its border because 
cases of dengue have been reported in both El Salvador and Honduras, Health Minister Lea 
Guido announced today. She added that everyone coming in from either of these two 
countries will be quarantined during the first 15 days of their stay in Nicaragua. Thev 
will also be instructed about the symptoms of this disease. 


So far, Guido added, no dengue cases have been reported in this country. The Nicaraguan 
health authorities remain alert, however, and have launched an intense campaign to eradicate 
the Aedes aegypti mosquito, which transmits the disease. 


At a news conference held this morning at the house of government, Minister Guido said 
that although no cases of this disease have been reported in our country, 4 preventive 
campaign to eradicate its vector is currently underway. 


According to Companera Guido, both the National Committee of Struggle Against the Aedes 
Mosquito and the Natioral Anti-Malaria Campaign were organized 8 days ago and are of great 
importance because mass organizations are participating in them. Drs (Rene Darce) and 
(Milton Valdes), members of these campaigns’ technical advisory committee, and media dir- 
ector Companera Michelle Najlis also attended the news conference. 


The health minister insisted that there is no need to create panic among the people and 
that the most important task at this point is eradication of the dengue vector. She added 
that insecticides are being sprayed every morning in all Managua neighborhoods in an effort 
to eliminate the mosquito. Even if an epidemic does not break out, the mosquito will al- 
ways exist, which is why I insist that the main thing is to eradicate it, Companera Guido 
affirmed. Najlis, for her part, urged the media to help with this great health campaign 
which has been undertaken by our people. 


The Health Ministry has estimated that if a dengue epidemic should occur here in Nicaragua, 
the Government of National Reconstruction would have to spend about 130 million cordobas 
to fight the disease and its consequences. 

















Cuban Efforts Praised 


FLO51118 Havana Domestic Service in Spanish 1045 GMT 5 Aug 81 


[Text] Dr Halfdan Mahler, director general of the WHO, said yeste day that the strategy 
laid out by the Cuban Government in the fight against dengue and the Aedes aegypti 
mosquito is an extremely valid stratzgy. He expressed his conviction that Cuba will 

be successful in this effort. For the eradication of the Aedes, he said, technology 
and methods are not enough, enthusiasm in the implementation of technical measures is 
aiso necessary. 


Dr Mahler made these statements during his flight back to Havana from a visit he made 
to health centers in Granma Province in the company of Dr Sergio del Valle, member of 
our party's Politburo and minister of public health. 


— > — -_ 


The WHO director noted that the fight being waged in the country's hospitals, where all 
dengue patients are given maxiqum care, is now also very important. Once more I would like 
to say that as we have seen, C san health workers demonstrate tremendous awareness of their 
responsibilities and they feel constantly motivated and have done all that is humanly 
possible during this epidemic to save the life of each sick child, Dr Mahler concluded. 


Antidengue Campaign Begins 


FLO41309 Havana Domestic Service in Spanish 1045 GMT 4 Aug 81 


[Text] The general director of the World Health Organization, Dr Halfdan Mahler, who has 
been visiting us since Sunday as a guest of the revolutionary government, yesterday morning 
attended a ceremony held at the Centro Havana Pediatrics Hospital, located in El Cerro, 
with which the initial phase to eliminate the Aedes aegypti [mosquito] concluded in the 
Centro dabana municipality as well as all over the country. The ceremony also marked the 
beginning of the intensive phase of the antiaegypti campaign in which 13,061 workers will 
take part nationwide. 


As in many other places around the country, the municipal health inspectors who have been 
taking part in the campaign since yesterday gathered in El Cerfoto take their oaths in the 
presence of party and government representatives to work devotedly and conscientiously to 
eradicate the Aedes mosquito and to faithfully observe the commitment with Fidel t declare 


war on the dangerous vector. 








The intensive phase of the campaign to eliminate the dengue epidemic and to 
eracicate the Aedes aegypti mosquito began yesterday all over the country 





simultaneously, thereby beginning a very important fight for the nation in the 
area of public heelth. Mzexzy ceremonies preceding the work of thousands of men 
and women who will contribute their decisive effort to this great campaign were 


held yesterday at the municipal level the breadth and length of the country. 


Commander of the Revolution Guillermo Garcia, member of the PCC Politburo, presided 
over the ceremony to launch the intensive p ase of the campaign in Cardenas 
municipality. Leonides Gonzalez, president of the People’s Government Musicipal 
Assembly and chief of the campaign's operations group, spoke of the need to wage the 
battle with the same combativity as demonstrated by our people generation after 
generation. 


Meanwhile, a ceremony was held at the park named after Carlos J. Finitay, a distinguished 
Cuban scientist who discovered that the Aedes aegypti mosquito was the carrier of yellow 
fever, to open the intensive campaign in Centro Habana municipality. More than 300 
workers who will work in the municipality in this campaign, including health personnel 
and helpers from political and mass organizations attended the ceremony. Making the 
closing remarks at the ceremony, Jose Mederos, first party secretary in Centro Habana, 
noted that this battle against the Aedes aegypti is also a batile against imperialis= 
and that our people will once more emerge the winners. He said that on such a day, 
standing in front of Finlay’s statute, the commitment is to not leave a single house or 
shop without fumigation in this intensive campaign and to do quality work in this 
decisive struggle against dengue and its vector. 


In Les Tunas, the second phase of the intensive attack on the Aedes aegypti also began 
with ceremonies held in the eight municipalities and the supoort of the political and 
mass organizations i. the province. 


Mearnwhile, Dr Sergio del Valle, member of the PCC Politburo and minister of »sublic 
health, yesterday received Dr Halfdan Mahler at the MINSAP [Ministry of Public Health] 
offices in Havana. Dr Mahler was briefed on Cuba's health strategy up to the year 2000 
and given a report on the development of public health in various tields during the 
meeting, which was attended by the m.nistry’s full administrative council. 


CSO: 5400/2186 








HIGH INCIDENCE OF TETANUS AMONG NEWBORNS NOTED 
Luanda JORNAL DE ANGOLA in Portuguese 1 Apr 81 p 2 


[Text] Dirough its national department of epidemiology, the Ministry of Health 
will promote within the next few months a vast campaign of tetanus vaccinations 

in order to provide igmunity to pregnant women against this disease that has caw-:< 
a high rate of infant mortality. 


Indeed, out of every 100 babies born with the symptoms of tetanus, 80 die. This 
infectious disease is transmitted t- newborn babies by the mother, especiaily by 
those who were not vaccinated at health cénters or maternity nespitals. Others 
also prefer to give birth at home, oftenm under poor hygienic conditiuns, and as 

if this were not enough, the umbilical cord is badly cut, without regard for proper 
medical procedures. 


The highest incidence of tetanus cases are registered in the city of Luanda. 
Indeed, 50 percent of all cases in the country are found in Luanda. 


In 1970 in this city, the incidence of neo-natal tetanus was 30.5 for each 100 , 000 
inhabitants. However, in 1980, under the same conditions, the incidence cliabed 
to 137.2. This figure clearly demonstrater the dangers of neglecting tetanus. 


This alarming rise {n tetanus cases shows that vaccinations campaigns, as well 
as assistance to pregnant women and newborns, are deficient. 


All pregnant women can go to vaccination centers. Meanwhile, it should be poiated 
out that women in their fifth month of pregnancy are especially vulnerable to the 
disease. Vaccination at that poir* provides a degree of protection as high as 

95 percent. 


To reduce the incidence of tetanus, the national department of epidemiology wiil 

conduct two vaccination campaigns in the city of Luanda. The first one will take 

place as of 6 April and will entail two doses, ending in May. The second campaign 

will begin in September, at a date to be announced, and wili last until October. 
~'*i also tnvelve two doses. 


is stressed that pregnant women and children are only proiected against tetanus 
after having been vaccinated with the two doses. 


CSO: 5400/5249 











LUANDA MATERNITY @OSPITAL STAFFED MOSTLY SY CUBANS 


Luanda JORNAL DE ANGOLA in Pertuguese 39 Jul $1 p 3} 
‘Article by Jeso Serra’ 


ixcerpts Coumting petients and workers, the Luands Maternity Hospital must feed 
700 people daily. Sowever, food supplies arrive irvegularly and in insufficient 
Quantities. At the present tige,. sot even one ounce of such basic foodstuffs as 
sugar, rice and pasta can be found ther:. 


Sriginally >detit with «a 150-bec capacity, at a time when sedical care was not a 
right of the entire Ang-:.an people and when there were many other units to serve 
the needs of pregnant women, the Leanda Maternity Hospital today has 240 beds and 
provides sost of the services in the sector. Doubtlessly, it offers, within its 
means, 4 reasonably efficient and organized service to the women of our ciry. 


A total of 19 physicians (almost all of them Cubans, two Russians am only one 
Angolan) are entrusted with the task of bringing into this world the country's 
new generation, at an average rate of 60 birt.s a day, 200 outpatient obstetrical 
visits, about 100 gy ecological visits and sore than 200 cases in the emergency 


Toos. 


This is heavy work considering that these few physicians are on duty on the basic 
of three shifts pe~ day. However, despite the limited attention that can be 
provided during each visit, the medical care offered by the Luanda Maternity Hospital 


deserves a word of praise. 


However, it is true that the food served at the hospital is bad. The director of 
the Maternity Hospital himself, Maj Silverio Paim, acknowledged this to us: the 
hospital is not sufficiently supplied with basic foodstuffs by the competent struc- 
‘eres of the Ministry of Domestic Trade. 


There is alse a lack of medicines, especially serums, vaccines and other pbharmaceu- 
tical specialties. Whose fault is it? Certainly not the hospital's. These needs 
are insistently brought to the attention of the competent department of the Ministry 


of Health. 


The 40 aidwives and 250 nurses working in the hospital are already too few, but 
despite being rushed and busy at all times, manage to perform their duties in sormal 
fashion. 


CSO: 5400/5250 














BARBADOS 


BRIEFS 


DENGUE MOSQUITO SPRAYING--Hundreds of mosquito-breeding places were destroyed 
yesterday as the Ministry of Health continued its battle against aedes aegypti 
mosquitoes, carriers of dengue fever. Inspectors of the Aedes Aegypti Eradica- 
tion Unit were spraying the St Michael, Pine, Wanstead and Grazettes districts. 
Reports said that the inspectors went to the Pine in response to a call from a 
member of the public. It was added that thousands of aedes aegypti mosquitoes 
had been found there in the aquatic stages, near a bus shelter at Phillip Drive. 
Reports state that the mission was successtul with a 100 percent destruction. 
According tio Minister of Health, Mr L. B. Brathwaite, fog-bombing machines wer2 
expected in the island to add to the fight against the mosquitoes. These are 
capable of fumigating large districts and buildings with special insecticides 
which would eradicate aedes aegypti mosquitoes, but are not harmful to human 
beings nor animals. To add to the struggle against the mosquitoes, the Sanita- 
tion Service Authority has allocated some of its vehicles for the removal of 
discarded containers and appliances which are capable of holding water and 
therefore becoming the breeding grounds for mosquitoes. Last Saturday, the 
authorityhad four vehicles in this field and it has now rented two trucks to 
add to the fleet. [Text] [Bridgetown THE NATION in English 15 Jul 81 p 1] 


CSO: 5400/7565 











BRAZIL 


INCIDENCE OF SCHISTOSOMIASIS REDUCEL IN SERGIPE 
Sao Paulo 0 ESTADO DE SAO PAULO in Portuguese 18 Jul 81 p 1l 


[Text] Health phvsician Alexandre Meneses, the regional director of SUCAM (Superin- 
tendency for Public Health Campaigns) in Sergipe, announced yesterday in Aracaju 
that "4 years after the institution of the Ministry of Health's special schistoso- 
miasis control program in the state, we have noted a progressive decline in the 
contamination rate among the population in Sergipe for this disease which in 1977 
was the highest in the country." 


Alexandre Meneses announced that, in 1977, the endemic schistosomiasis area in 
Sergipe covered 40 out of the 74 townships in the state, in which the disease rate 
was 40 percent on the average, whereas Aracaju had an index of 36.8 percent, the 
highest among the capitols in the country. According to him, "at that time, there 
were townships in Sergipe with schistosomiasis rates of up to 78.5 percent and 
among the inhabitants in some parts of those townships we had contamination rates 
of as much as 100 percent." 


He added: "Now that 4 years have passed, however, we can announce that the schis- 
tosomiasis rates in Sergipe have been reduced to less than a quarter of what they 
were before, generally speaking, whereas in Aracaju the rate dropped from 36.8 
percent down to 6.1 percent." 


Next he took up the question of "participation, in the campaign, by about 200 men 
from SUCAM, such as health guards, educators, three doctors, laboratory technicians, 
and drivers--and the cooperation of the SESP [Public Health Service] Foundation, 
State Secretariate of Health, prefectures, the Welfare Institute of the State of 
Sergipe, INAMPS [National Institute for Social Security and Medical Assistance], 

the Federal University of Sergipe, and the entire medical profession, in general." 
Alexandre Meneses furthermore said that "it was thanks to those people that we were 
able to finish the job of wiping out 6,230 breeding grounds of the gastropod which 
transmits schistosomiasis as well as the mass administration of medications to 
460,937 persons, almost half of the population of Sergipe, 160,000 of whom live in 


Aracaju." 


\ithough he considered the results obtained during the campaien to be “excellent,” 
the SUCAM director admitted that “in some places throughout the state, the problem 
of schistosomiasis will continue to be serious and that means that we are not going 
to use the township as such for our work unit. Now we are going to concentrate on 

















the specific locality as our work unit and we will go all the way down to the 
residential districts so that we hope that we will have good control over the 
disease in our state in short-range and medium-range terms because complete eradi- 
cation is something which we can achieve only in long-range terms." 


5058 
CSO: 5400/2162 











BRAZIL 


CHAGAS DISEASE INCIDENCE ON RISE THROUGHOUT COUNTRY 
Brasilia CORREIO BRASILIENSE in Portuguese 16 Jul 81 p 7 


[Text] Salvadore-In analyzing the situation regarding chagas disease in Brazil, 
where we have 10 million patients, biologist Alfredo Martins de Oliveira Filho, of 
the Natural Products Research Unit, Federal University of Rio de Janeiro, said that 
about 30 years a ter we began to fight the disease in Brazil, the endemic areas 
grew alarmingly and the most important species of the barber bug, the carrier of 
the protozoan, Tryponosoma-cruzi, have become widely scattered. 


Alfredo Martins is responsible for studying new techniques which persuaded the 
federal government to change its policy in this field; he said that the Superin- 
tendency for Public Health Campaigns admits “this harsh reality" and that its 
efforts so far have been inefficient. 


Showing three charts on this subject to the 33rd meeting of the SBPC [Brazilian 
Society for the Advancement of Sciences], the biologist said that there is suspi- 
cion to the fact that the failure to conduct a more systematic fight against the 
barber bug has made the insect resistant to BHC, and insecticide used in government 
campaigns, further stressing the fact that a large proportion of the Brazilian 
population lives in mud-wall or stud-and-mud wall houses whose cracks constitute 
the preferred habitat of the barber bug. 


With his research group, Alfredo Martins worked over many years using the hormones 
of insects to prevent their growth before concentrating on studies leading to the 
discovery of new techniques for the fight against the barber bugs which turned out 
successful both in the laboratory and in the field. He discovered a chemical 
formula “for releasing the substance which permits the application of insecticides 
with a low residual power and which turn out to be persistent because they are 
released slowly over a period of months." These insecticides are included in 
organic polymers, such as PVC, which makes it possible to release the insecticide 
gradually, thus facilitating a lasting effect. 


Because of the success of this research effort, the biologist was summoned to 
Brasilia and established contact with the directorate of the Sunerintendency for 
Public Health Campaigns which is interested in his work since ic is looking for an 
alternate insecticide to BHC which would be less toxic and more persistent. 











Medical Association 


Rio. Eraldo Bulhoes, former first secretary of the Medical Assocation, upon being 
informed of a further postponement of action by the agency, said that he believes 
that “red tape is making it difficult to resolve this matter in political terms." 


According to him, “the entire profession is anxiously looking forward to the return 
of its directors to the association, primarily because negotiations on demands have 


not yet been concluded and there are many problems to be solved and they require 
immediate solution.” 


"Salaries have to be more decent,” he said, “working conditions must be more 
ethical and assistance to the population must be more adequate." 


5058 
CSO: 5400/2162 
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BRAZIL 


ADDITIONAL 18 FOCI OF YELLOW FEVER MOSQUITOES FOUND IN BELEM 
Sao Paulo O ESTADO DE SAO PAULO in Portuguese 2 Jul 81 p 14 


[Text] While Solon Ribeiro, regional director of SUCAM [Superintendency for Public 
Health Campaigns] of Bahia, admitted yesterday in Salvador that foci of mosquitoes 

that transmit urban yellow fever will not be wiped out for another 2 or 3 years, 18 
new foci were discovered in Belem although SUCAM technicians there have eliminated 

any possibility of a new outbreak of this disease. This, they explained, is because 
"so far, in all of the accumulations of water we found, we only encountered larvae 
and only one adult mosquito was caught." 


Although the Bahia SUCAM director admitted the impossibility of wiping out the foci 
shortly, he nevertheless did rule out the assumption of any transmissions of the 
disease in Salvador, maintaining that this happens when the infestation index is 
above 5 percent, in other words, more than five houses for every 100 houses .nvesti- 
gated. According to him, this index was basically 0.08 percent although it has 
already reeched 2.4 percent. Solon Ribeiro announced that there are 700 officials 
from SUCAM who are working in the fight against the mosquito that transmits yellow 
fever in the capitol; they visited about 430,000 buildings in 3 months. In the 
interior of the state, however, the infestation level is unknown since the super- 
intendency has not yet started a more intensive effort in the townships in Bahia 
because it concentrated most of its resources in Salvador where the problem is more 
serious. 


In Belem, the SUCAM regional directorate for Para was concerned with dispelling any 
assumptions regarding a possible outbreak of yellow fever in that city. According 
to technicians, even though some adult mosquito might have left what they call a 
"breeding ground" before the 1irea was sprayed with chemical products, it could not 
have gotten out of the “isolacion belt" formed around the infested areas. Talking 
about the possibility of a mosquito having escaped the encirclement, thus reproduc- 
ing itself, technicians explained that even that would not be any threat to the 
population because there is no case of this disease in Belem. And "for the mos- 
quito te become a carrie.’," they said, “it would first have to sting one of the 
‘nfected persons, something which right now is impossible." 


“UCAM discovered the first focus on 23 June during a routine inspection along the 
yvutskirts of Belem, where there had been severe. discarded auto tires with accumu- 
ijations of stagnant water in a warehouse of the Highway Department. In those 
places there were larvae of “aedes egyptis" which probably reached the capitol, as 
is believed, through persons coming from the southern part of the country. Then 
ether foci were discovered in nearby areas, including in a semi-abandoned housing 
Uvlip lox. 


il 














SUCAM technicians admitted that this was the most serious case in the past 2 years, 
but they denied that this is still a health problem. “In addition . to the elimi- 
nation of foci," they argued, “we are spraying the entire area in order to kill the 
mosquitoes which escaped and we can say that the area was properly isolated.” 
SUCAM officials said that Belem is a city that is exposed to the penetration of the 
mosquito, coming from other areas, inside and outside the country. Last year, for 
example, SUCAM spotted two foci, both on ships, one of them coming from Nigeria and 
the other one from Amapa. The latest outbreak of urban yellow fever in Belem was 


recorded during the decade of the fifties, giving rise to a campaign which resulted 
in the elimination of mosquitoes. 





In Natal, where SUCAM is also stepping up its fight against foci of “aedes egyptis," 
since two foci were located here less than 2 years ago (in the township of Eduardo 
Gomes and in the District of Northern Pirangi), there is as yet no threat of in- 
festation from the mosquito that is the carrier of urban yellow fever in the 
capitol, according to federal health delegate Humberto Fassanaro. 


5058 
CSO: 5400/2162 
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BRAZIL 


HEALTH OFFICIAL SEES CONTROL OF POLIO IN NEAR FUTURE 
Sao Paulo 0 ESTADO DE SAO PAULO in Portuguese 16 Jul 81 p 14 


[Text] Roberto Becker, director of the National Epidemiology Division, Ministry of 
Health, said yesterday in Rio that Brazilian health authorities "are arriving at 
the point of controlling poliomyelitis in the country." According to him, it is 
possible that Brazil in 1981 might record only 120 cases of this disease for every 
million inhabitants, an estimate considered ideal for poor nations such as those of 
Latin America. 


Becker--who delivered a lecture in the Fernandes Figueira Institute, Oswaldo Cruz 
Foundation, on the government's mass vaccination drive against infantile paralysis- 
explained that health authorities can consider themselves to be victorious in the 
fight against polio only when the basic routine vaccination network reaches all 
newborn in the country. So long as this is possible, there are going to be annual 
drives, according to the Health Ministry offficial. 


In his address to health physicians and pediatricians, Becker advocated the idea 
that "as polio cases gradually declined, it became fundamentally important to study 
each case separately so that we might efiectively wipe this disease out in the 
country by determining the specific cause." 


Campaign Goal 


The Epidemiology Division director announced that the vaccination drive against 
polio in 1981 seeks to reach the same number of children who were vaccinated in 
1980, in other words, about 18.5 million. To make the drive a success, these 
children are going to have to be vaccinated on 15 August and 24 October. Other- 
wise, they will not be considered immune to the disease. 


For Becker, the postponement of the drive by 2 months, due to the fact that the 
vaccine imported from Yugoslavia was contamina.ed, will not keep the people away 
from the vaccination stations on the days scheduled: “The Brazilian community will 
be informed that the postponement was only intended tc enabie health authorities to 
wake sure as to the purity of each dose of medication.” 


The director of the Fpidemiology Department, Ministry of Health, announced that the 
"Manual de Vigilancia Epidemiologica e Controle da Poliomielite” [Manual for Epi- 
demiological Surveillance and Control of Poliomyelitis], which was to be published, 











is now being revised; this manual basically answers two types of questions: (1) 
When and how does one suspect poliomyelitis? (2) How does one report a suspected 
case, should one vaccinate or should one not vaccinate, collect material or not, 
and to whom should one send the material collected? 
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MONKEY-POX PREVENTIVE MEASURES DETAILED 
Brazzaville MWETI in French 4 Jul 81 pp 1, 7 


[Article by Camille Diloubendzi: “Research on Monkey-Pox Is Continuing in Pool 
Region" ] 


[Text] After the coordinating meeting on the control of Monkey-Pox and viral 
hemorrhagic fevers which was held in Kinkala 9-10 June 1981 at tle pilot health 
center under the sponsorship of the Ministry of Public Health and the World Health 
Organization [WHO], the six-member directing team for preventive medicine headed 
by Dr Pascal Taliani, director of the expanded vaccination program in charge of 

the control of Monxey-Pox and viral hemorrhagic fevers, has been scouring Kinkala 
District since 12 June i981. 


A total of 3,568 children from 3 to 15 years old were visited ir. 20 villages. 

The work program is continuing in Boko District in Mandombe and N'Zieto villages 
and will conclude in Kindamba District during the first fortnight in July. The 
anti-pustule vaccinal cover amounts to 90 percent in the villages visited. Eight 
hundred secums have been collected from children who do not have smallpox scars 

in order to identify the antibodies against Monkey-Pox. Since the eradication of 
smallpox, the human incidence of Monkey-Pox is giving rise to increasing attention. 
This disease described for the first time in Central Africa in 1970 resembles 
smallpox clinically but is different epidemiologically. A total of 47 human cases 
of Monkey-Pox occurred in 1970 in five countries of West and Central Africa. 

Zaire reported 38 cases. By its evolution and its after-effects, it has some- 
thing in common with a serious case of smallpox. Seventeen percent of the cases 
are mortal. Anti-smallpox vaccination confers protection against Monkey-Pox. 

All the cases reported occurred in the tropical forest and 83 percent of them 
were among children under 10 years old. In our country, in the People's Republic 
of the Congo, a case of Monkey-Pox was reported in Ouesso in Sangha Region in 
November 198C and lu kily has not been confirmed serologically. Also after Pool 
Region, investigations of sero-prevalence will continue in Sangha Region. 


CSO: 5400/5248 
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DENGUE FEVER OUTBREAK, MEASURES ADOPTED, REPORTED 
Unknown Virus Appears 
Havana JUVENTUD REBELDE in Spanish 12 Jun 81 p 2 


[Text] (AIN)--The National Epidemiological Office of the MINSAP [Ministry of 
Public Health] released the following statement about a virus plaguing the popula- 
tion: 


"In recent weeks, a clinical picture characterized by suddenly appearing high 
fever, headaches, vomiting, general malaise and sometimes a skin eruption similar 
to that which appears with the illness known as German measles, has been reported 
in various municipalities in the city of Havana and other provinces of the country. 


Sometimes these symptoms are accompanied by diarrhea. Pneumonia has not developed 
as a part of this process in any of the cases reported. 


The majority of those affected develop symptoms over a period of five to seven 
days, on the medication prescribed by the health services. 


The appearance of any other symptom, different from those noted, should also be 
viewed as a reason to consult a physician. 


Although the clinical and epidemiological picture corresponds to what is known as 
a virus infection, frequent at this time of the year when certain respiratory and 
intestinal viruses are common, steps have been taken to investigate its type, 
because in many cases the symptoms are very similar to those occurring with 
dengue fever, « disease transmitted by the Aedes aegypti mosquito. 


Therefore, it is necessary to extend hygienic measures and to participate actively 
in the struggle against this mosquito in homes, work cexters and their surroundings, 
in order to eliminate the breeding grounds provided by uacovered drinking water 
sources, flower vases, stagnant pools, and objects such as cans and tires in 

vacant lots and courtyards which collect water. Any further information in this 
regard will be made available to the population.” 


Carrier Mosquito Reported 
Havana GRANMA in Spanish 15 Jun 81 p 3 


[Excerpts] The Ministry of Public Health has ordered an intensive campaign under- 
taken against the Aedes cegypti mosquito, in view of its increase in this season 
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of the year, favorable to its more intensive reproduction, and the resulting 
increase in the threat of disease transmission. 


In view of the importance of the people's health, the heads of central state ad- 
ministrative bodies and the presidents of the local organs of the people's govern- 
ment are seeing to the implementation of the following measures: 


--Each and every enterprise, budget-supported unit and other department will 
immediately implement the instructions of the Ministry of Public Health in con- 
nection with an intensive plan to combat the Aedes aegypti. These instructions, 
which accompany this order, must be regarded by all administrative directors as 
an inherent part of their duties. 


--The campaign will begin immediately, and in this connection information will be 
provided by the media concerning the steps to be carried out. The directors at 
each labor center will be responsible for their implementation. 


--The heads of te central state administrative bodies will be responsible for the 
implementation of the measures ordered for premises, transportation facilities, 
buildings, land creas and other installations belonging to budget-supported units 
under their jurisdiction. They will assist with the implementation of these 
measures in al! of the installations making up their departmental systems, and will 
carry out the necessary inspections at the premises of enterprises, budget- 
supported units and other organs under their jurisdiction. 


~-The departments of the central state adwinistration will organize, through the 
establishment of commissions, work groups or whatever organizational form they 
deem best, the strictest control of all the measures promulgated by the Ministry of 
Public Health. 


--The executive coumittees of the local organs of the people's government will be 
responsible for taking on the fulfillment of the measures promulgated in all of the 
enterprises and budget-supported units within their territory, to which end they 
will be informed daily by the corresponding health office of the state of their 
fulfillment, and on the basis of the measures promulgated, they will make the 
functional decisions to speed up their implementation. 


--The directors of enterprises, establishments and other labor centers will be 
responsible for the implementation of the measures and will report on the state of 
their implementation to their corresponding health facilities, as well as to their 
own next highest management level. 


--The municipal health offices, in addition to checking on information, will be 
responsible for state health inspection to check on the implementation of these 
measures. 


--The Ministry of Public Health will be informed by the provincial health offices 
of the state of the implementation of the measures promulgated. It will con- 
solidate this information and pass it on to the executive committee of the Council 
of Ministers and the Consumption and Services Department of the Central Comittee 
of the party, and will also promulgate such supplementary measures as are necessary 
to guarantee progress in this campaign. 
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Instructions for Mass Organizations 


Due to the increase in the Aedes aegypti mosquito population at this season of the 
year, which increases the danger of disease transmission, the following instructions 
are issued to mass organizations in connection with the campaign which will oske it 
possible to eliminate their breeding grounds. 


Central Organization of Cuban Trade Unions (CTC) 


This organization must immediately incorporate the working masses in the fulfillment 
of the health tasks set forth in the functional instructions for each labor center 
in the country, relying on the aid of the administration. 


Voluntary labor campaigns for cleaning up work centers may be organized. 


National Association of Small Farmers (ANAP) 


The functional instructions promulgated by the Ministry of Public Health will be 
read immediately at each peasant base and farm cooperative. 


At each peasant housing settlement and in its surroundings, the instructions con- 
cerning the destruction of breeding grounds will be carried out. 


Committees for the Defense of the Revolution (CDR) 


The functional instructions promulgated by the Ministry of Public Health and 
published in the press will be read immediately to each committee, followed by the 
destruction of breeding grounds for mosquitoes in housing units, their surroundings 
and vacant lots. The municipal health offices will be inforard of which labor 
centers have failed to carry out the cleanup program within a veek. Assistance 
will be provided to the health offices iu the fumigation and spraying operations 
they undertake. 


Federation of Cuban Women (FMC) 


The functional instructions promulgated by the Ministry of Public Health will be 
read immediately to each FMC block. Each member will carry out the seasures 
ordered in her own home. Sanitary brigade members will continue to carry out the 
work of locating and eliminating epidemic sources. 


Federation of University Students (FEU) 
An understanding of the instructions published will be promoted among the students, 
and support will be given to the control actions in their school institutions and 


lodgings. 


Thev will participate with other membere of t* cir ‘families in control measures in 
their homes and surroundings. 


Federation of Middle School Students (FEEM) 


fhe functional instructions published will be read immediately. Cooperation will 
be offered the educational authorities in the physical destruction of breeding 











grounds at their schools and study plan areas. Students will join their families 
in the campaign tasks in their homes and surroundings. 


Organization of Jose Marti Pioneers (OPJM) 


Lectures on the Aedes aegypti mosquito, the diseases it carries and how to control 
it will be read at the morning and evening sessions. Members will participate 
actively in the destruction of brecding grounds at their schools and Pioneer 
premises, both urban and rural. They will cooperate with their families in the 
destruction of breeding grounds. 


Pudlic Health Instructions 


Due to the increase in the number of Aedes aegypti mosquitoes in this season of the 
year, which favors their greater reproduction and therefore increases the danger 
of disease transmission, the following instructions are issued with a view to 
eliminating their breeding grounds. 


The Aedes aegypti is a domestic mosquito, closely associated with man. Small in 
size, it generally bites during the day. It can be recognized by the silvery lines 
on the thorax and white segments on the legs. Its radius of flight is approximately 
200 meters. 


Only the female bites man (the male does not), requiring blood to mature the eggs 
she will lay. 


The femele places her eggs in artificial breeding sites (tires, buckets, bottles, 
tin cans, watering troughs for enimals, uncovered tanks, flower vases, canals, 
reservoirs established by aaa for various purposes, hcllow trecs, natural decli- 
vities, etc), always in the neighborhood of places frequented by man. These eggs, 
if the container loses water, can tolerate a dry situation for several gonths, and 
when water gathers again, the mature and the larvae (grubs) emerge. After their 
development in the water, they become adult mosquitoes and begin the reproduction 
cycle again. 


By eliminating containers which collect water or covering them suitably, and thus 
preventing the deposit of eggs, we can effectively control the reproduction of 
mosquitoes and contribute to a very great extent tc eliminating then. 


If we succeed in effectively destroying all protecting water storage areas, we will 
be implementing « highly effective contro! measure. 


We must eliminate or protect (covers) containers of ali kinds which do or might 
retain water at each labor center, school establishment, vacant lot, public place. 
home, enclosed premise, etc. 


The active participation of the organized people, the local organs of the people «© 
government and the central state bodies in this health protection campaign will make 
it possible to complete it within a short time and to guarantee strict health 
control. 
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This campaign must be begun immediately with an intensive phase of a minimum of 
seven days which will make it possible to limit the potential for mosquito repro- 
duction rapidly. It will continue until the health authorities establish that the 
breeding grounds have been eliminated. The campaign will be maintained permanently, 
in order to prevent unhealthful conditions canceling out the achievements made. 


Evaluation of the Plan 


State health inspection officials will pay visits to check on the implementation 
of the control measures. 


The management at each labor center will report one single time to the corresponding 
municipal health office when the implementation of the measures ordered has been 
completed. These reports can be submitted between 1200 and 1800 hours. 


The municipal health offices will collate information daily and pass it on to the 
executive committee of the municipal organ of the people's government and the 
provincial health office. The latter will report to the provincial executive 
committee and the Ministry of Public Health, at the same time intervals, specifying 
the number of labor centers which have completed the measures and those at which 
the cleanup is still being pursued. 


The central state administrative bodies may also and on a parallel basis obtain 
these reports with a view to the control of the fulfillment of these instructions 
necessary from the administrative point of view. 


Ministry of Public Health Notice 


Havana GRANMA in Spanish 30 Jun 81 p 3 


[Text] In connection with the developing plan for combating the Aedes aegypti 
mosquito promulgated by the party and the government, the Ministry of Public Health 
has issued the following report: 


"On Friday 29 May 1981, our ministry learned of an abnormal situation at the 
Leonor Perez Pediatric Hospital in the municipality of Boyeros caused by the 
presence of a certain number of patients with a clinical picture consisting of 
fever, headache, skin eruption and in some cases bleeding, some of which, in view 
of their number, were transferred to other pediatric hospitals in the city. 


Following preliminary investigations and in view of the fact that a substantial 
number of cases required medical attention from the guard corps, particularly in 
the municipality of Boyeros, it was decided to appoint a work commission to study 
the epidemic outbreak, made up of epidemiologists, pediatricians, clinicians and 
virologists. 


This commission reached the following preliminary conclusions: 


a. The clinical picture offered by the patients surveyed was v-ry similar to that 
for the disease known as dengue fever. 


b. ihe possibility that these were cases of meningococcal infection or primary 
atypical pneumonia, as was the case in Spain, was discarded. 














The laboratory studies made of serum samples taken from the patients, as well as 
the capture of Aedes aegypti mosquitoes in the zone, enabled us to establish that 
this was a form of dengue fever different from that which caused the epidemic in 
the years 1977-78. 


Among its characteristics, this new epidemic outbreak has revealed manifestations 

of a hemorrhagic nature in some cases (mainly children) but more frequently symptoms 
affecting the skin and digestive apparatus, as well as shock and a reduction in the 
platelets in the blood. 


This severe hemorrhagic form of dengue fever is most likely to occur in settlements 
which have suffered from other types of the disease a few years earlier, and 
attacks mainly children. 


The first cases appeared in the settlements on the periphery of the city of Havana 
(Boyeros, Santiago de las Vegas end Guanabacoa), subsequently spreading to the other 
provinces. 


The provinces most speedily affected elsewhere in the country were Havana, Cienfuegos 
and Villa Clara, followed later by Holguin, Camaguey, Granma and Ciego de Avila. 
Currently all of the provinces and the special Isle of Youth are reporting smaller 

or larger numbers of cases. 


It is important to point out that the necessary s‘teps have been taken to hos- 
pit2lize all the cases which require it. These patients are being cared for by the 
most highly skilled personnel in one of the aid units, fully competent to diagnose 
and treat the disease. Also, all medical resources necessary for this campaign 

are available. 


The estimated total number of persons who have suffered from the disease throughout 
the country comes to about 100,000, although the official figure is 83,000. Some 
34 deaths have resulted from this total throughout the country, the majority in 
children under 15. 


At present, dengue fever is not a disease which can be prevented by vaccination. 
However, it has been fully demonstrated that the transmitting agent is the Aedes 
aegypti mosquito, and that the destruction of the mosquito and its breeding grounds 
constitutes the only effective means of combating it. 


The steps which have been carried out to date in the campaign against the mosquito 
can be summarized as follows: 


a. Battle to eliminate breeding grounds. This has basically involved the applica- 
tion of the larvicide Abate to all drinking water containers and the elimination of 
any accumuJations of water in and outside homes which could constitute breeding 
grounds. The mass organizations have played an important role in this task. 
Intensive work on this campaign has been done in all the provinces and this effort 
should be maintained in order to succeed in eliminating the larvae. 


All of the state bodies are also participating in this cleanup campaign, and along 
with the trade union ocganizations, they heve to date completed the cleanup at 89 
percent of the urits. 
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b. Campaign against the adult mosquito. The work has been focused on fumigation 
with an insecticide of demonstrated efficiency (malathion), both inside and out- 
side homes, labor centers, schools, etc. Aerial fumigation is being carried out 
in all the provinces of the country. 


The general population has contributed responsibly to this work, but we must stress 
ence again that the elimination of the breeding grounds is a task of a continuing 
nature, and that our entire people must see to the implementation of the instruc- 
tions issued by the Ministry of Public Health, keeping the little bags of Abate 

in water storage containers, facilitating spraying in the home, eliminating rather 
than developing new breeding grounds, and reporting any abnormality of a health 
nature which may adversely affect the health of our people.” 


CDR,FMC Active 


Havana GRANMA in Spanish 30 Jun 81 p 3 


[Text] With the discipline and dedication characteristic of our people, intensive 
work has been done in recent weeks to implement the measures promulgated by the 
public health authorities with a view to eliminating the breeding grounds of the 
Aedes aegypti mosquito. 


These measures have included: 


1. Keeping all drinking water reservoirs (cisterns, tanks, wells, casks, etc) 
hermetically sealed, as will be done with water stored for other purposes. 


2. Water provided for animals should be replaced daily. 
3. All ornamental plants should be set in the ground. 


4. Elimination or destruction of anything which might retain water, such as dis- 
carded automobile tires, bottles, tin cans, coconut shells, gourds, eggshells, 
plastic containers, etc, inside the home and in the environs. 


5. Checking on and eliminating the water which may be contained in the tanks of 
toilets and other plumbing fixtures not in use, devices to protect plants and bee- 
hives against ants, garage drains, bottles embedded in walls, fence pipe, water 
main outlets, containers in vehicles, gutters in roofs, cisterns, etc. 


6. Filling the cavities in trees which might accumulate water with sand or gravel. 


7. In those water containers which for special reasons cannot be hermetically 
sealed, Abate should be applied in a proportion of 20 grams (one level soup spoon) 
per 200 liters (55 gallons). 


The CDR and FMC must now intensify their activities to ensure the strict implemen- 
tation of the measures orderec, basically oriented toward: 


--Declaring each household free of the Aedes aegypti mosquito, to which end each 
house must be checked by the leadership of the CDR and the FMC jointly, in their 


areas, to establish if the measures ordered and described in this appeal have been 
carried out there. 
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--Strict checks of the homes declared free of the Aedes aegypti mosquito must be 
maintained. 


--Similarly, each CDR must be declared free of the Aedes aegypti mosquito when all 
of the houses meet the norms, as well as all vacant lots and other community areas. 


--The FMC sanitary brigades must redouble their efforts to carry out the instructions 
given to them by their health areas in the battle against the Aedes aegypti mosquito. 


Members of the CDR and FMC: 


Our state is investing great effort in spraying and treatment with Abate. The 
spraying is designed to eliminate the adult mosquito and the treatment with Abate 
is a preventive measure where water must be allowed to accumulate. 


It is necessary for our people to acquire full awareness that these resources which 
are being invested will not achieve their goal if we do not eliminate the develop- 
ment of a new mosquito population, such that the drastic elimination of possible 
breeding grounds is essential. Thus the direct and energetic action of our people 
as a basic and decisive element in winning this battle we are facing today is in- 
dispensable. 


Let us make of each man and woman in our population a zealous executor of this 
campaign! 


Let us declare each housing unit free of breeding grounds for the Aedes aegypti! 
National Leadership of the CDR and FMC 
Countermeasures Ordered 
Havana GRANMA in Spanish 4 Jul 81 p l 


[Text] The following are the measures to be carried out in homes and work centers 
to control the Aedes aegypti mosquito, which transmits dengue fever. 


he Limination or protection against water penetration of all containers noted as 
potential breeding grounds. 


2. Sanitation of homes and work centers of all kinds, as well as the surrounding 
areas. Clearing of courtyards and environs to eliminate breeding grounds. 


3. Disposal of useless objects which may accumulate water. Use of every available 
possibility for the purpose (destruction, burial, dumping at sanitary fills). 


4. Complete and systematic covering of the reservoirs needed to store water with 
the available materials, in sanitary fashion. 





5. Elimination of water outlets, which in the majority of cases become permanent 
mosquito breeding grounds. 


6. Tightening of a polyethylene covering boxes, etc, such that rainwater cannot 
accumulate in it. 
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7. Cleaning and oil treatment of chimney openings. 

8. Oil treatment of standing water and drainage ditches. 
9. Cleaning and oil treatment of elevator shafts. 

10. Cleaning and organization of warehouses. 


ll. Cleaning of closed premises such as to eliminate possible accumulations of 
water (outlets, blockages). This should be done for all types of premises. 


12. Review of unused or little used areas in order to find and eliminate possible 
breeding grounds. 


13. Checks of areas for the storage of various goods (tires, vehicles being 
repaired, batteries, etc). 


14. Checking of roofs and flat deck areas to find and eliminate or treat unpro- 
tected accumulations of water. 


ide lanting of arum and ornamental plants in the ground. 
Abate Use Explained 

Havana JUVENTUD REBELDE in Spanish 17 Jun 81 p 2 

Article by Maritza Barranco] 


[Text] The measures ordered by the MINSAP to eliminate the breeding grounds of the 
mosquitos which proliferate in this season of the year require joint action to 
destroy the larvae which flourish and develop in water deposits. This is the 
primary and most effective measure, which is being supplemented by treatment with 
chemical products. 


Among these is 1 percent Abate in the form of sandy grains, which is applied in 
the proportion of 1 gram per liter of water to destroy the larvae. 


Because of the concern expressed by the people about the application of insect 
killers, we asked Dr Vicente Garcia, of the Hygiene and Epidemiological Office at 
the MINSAP, about the characteristics and distribution of this product. 


Dr Garcia explained that it is not a toxic product and can thus be used in drinking 
water. It affects neither plants nor animals, and can even be used in fishbowls. 


He said that its period of action is three to four months, for which reason it is 
recommended that those places where water is stored for purposes of consumption 
‘ould be well covered and should contain little bags of Abate 


the zones where homes have not been issued this product by the mass organizations 
» polyclinic personnel, it is suggested that residents insist to the healti area 
uthorities that it be supplied. 
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Other activities are designed to combat the adult mosquito, in the stage in which 
the female bites, usually in the morning and as dusk approaches. Through suction, 
the insect obtains from blood the elements necessary for laying eggs and repro- 
ducing. 


Because of the radius of flight of the adult mosquito, it is much more difficult 
to eliminate it. However, Malathion, a very effective product of low toxicity for 
people and animals, which is speedily degradable in the atmosphere, is being 
applied throughout the country. 


To apply it, the Ministry of Public Health is using trailer equipment carrying cold 
aerosols which spray the pure product in microdrops in open areas. Also heat 
sprayers, as well as motorized equipment, are being used for larger areas, but in 
this case the substance is mixed with oil. 


It is recommended that when spraying is done the population keep doors and windows 
open to facilitate the action of the insect killers. 


It should nonetheless be stressed that in the campaign against the Aedes aegypti 
mosquito it is essential, because of its domestic habits, that measures be imple- 
mented in industrial centers, homes and uninhabited areas where water can accumulate 
and stand, providing a favorable environment for the development of disease carrier. 


Dengue Fever Confirmed 
Havana GRANMA in Spanish 19 Jun 81 p 3 
[Article by Jose A. de la Osa] 


[Excerpts] The Vice-Ministry of Hygiene and Epidemiology at the Ministry of Public 
Health informed the press yesterday that in connection with the statement issued 
by the ministry a few days ago informing the population of the clinical nature of 
a virus current in the country, that “we can state that on the basis of investi- 
gations pursued by the pertinent institute, the diagnosis of the dengue fever virus 
is confirmed." 


In this instance, a virus different from that which was current during the epidemic 
in 1977 and 1978 is involved, although it was stated that the measures for treatment 
and control are the same in both cases. 


As the Aedes aegypti is the agent which transmits this disease, special stress should 
be placed on the steps ordered by the MINSAP to eliminate this vector. 


The basic control measures in the campaign against this mosquito are those designed 
to eliminate all water reservoirs which can be destroyed, since the Aedes aegypti 
deposits its eggs therein. This include: water tanks, cisterns, wells, flower 
vases, planters, tires, gasoline and other cans, whether inside or outside the home. 


In order to prevent the formation of these breeding grounds in the drinking water 
kept in homes in containers which are not hermetically sealed, the MINSAP had dis- 
tributed a product known as Abate, which is toxic to the mosquito larvae but not to 
human beings, plants or other animals. The preferred method of application involves 
placing small bags of the product in containers of drinking water, which are actual 
or potential breeding grounds for the Aedes aegypti. 
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Abate, which is being provided to the people in the form of sandy grains, works 
very well against the Aedes aegypti larvae. On ingesting it, since they are 
nourished from organic materials in the water, they die, and the product dilutes 
gradually in the water. 


At the same time, environmental health measures are being carried out in homes, 
establishments and closed premises, vacant lots and other areas, with the decisive 
collaboration of the mass organizations. Also, spray guns are being used to destroy 
the adult mosquitoes. 


Coverage Increasing 
Havana GRANMA in Spanish 20 Jun 81 p 3 
[Article by Jose A. de la Osa] 


[Text] On the basis of the daily reports which the provincial health offices must 
submit to the MINSAP about the state of implementation of measures to control the 
Aedes aegypti, an increase in the number of premises to be cleaned up in comparison 
with the preceding day, as reported by the provinces, can be seen, and also the 
percentage of sites cleaned up by the various bodies has increased. 


The public health epidemiological office has stated that yesterday, only Las Tunas 
failed to report. A message was received from Cienfuegos to the effect that no 
report can as yet be provided because implementation of the plan has not yet begun 
in that province. 


The number of provinces checked by health workers has also increased substantially. 
The quality of cleanup operations seems to have improved, with reports of 86.2 per- 
cent of the premises rep. rted as completed, as compared to 17.9 percent for the 
preceding day. 


In the total number of housing units treated with Abate, the provinces with the 
most serious lag are Granma, Guantanamo, Cienfuegos, the Isle of Youth special 
municipality, Camaguey and Matanzas. Practically no work has been done on this 
task assigned by the MINSAP in Granma. 


The population must assist with the placement and distribution of the little bags 
»9f Abate in cisterns, tanks and containers of drinking water which have not been 
hermetically sealed, because as has been explained, this product prevents the 
breeding of the Aedes aegypti and its effects continue for some four months. 


Currently, there is no vaccine which protects against dengue fever, and elimination 
of the disease depends exclusively on the control of the transmitting agent we are 


effecting. 


Dengue fever is currently to be found in tropical Asia, the Caribbean islands and 
ventral and South America. 
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Provincial Reports 


Havana GRANMA in Spanish 20 Jun 81 p 3 
[Article by Jose A. de la Osa] 


[Excerpt] Very low fulfillment indices for the provincial plan for applying Abate, 
in fact below 50 percent, are reported by Holguin, Granma, Las Tunas, Matanzas and 
Pinar del] Rio. 


According to a statement by the Epidemiological Department of the MINSAP, Cienfuegos 
needs to improve this work in connection with the current campaign against the 
Aedes aegypti. 


Abate, recognized by the World Health Organization as an excellent insecticide which 
is no threat to the health of man, must be kept in little bags in drinking water 
containers, since its action against the mosquito larvae continues for some four 
months. 


As to the spraying work being done to eliminate the adult Aedes aegypti, deficient 
work in the provinces of Cienfuegos, Ciego de Avila, Las Tunas, Granma, Holguin and 
Guantanamo has been reported to the MINSAP. 


The reports sent in indicate an increase in the number of premises cleaned up, which 
now total 8,200, increasing the percentage from 46.8 to 57.5. The provinces with the 
most intensive work to be done in this campaign are Villa Clara, Ciego de Avila, 
Granma and Holguin, where the work done by the bodies must be stepped up this week. 


Health workers have increased the number of premises checkei to 4,827, although 
there are low figures for premises cleaned up and checked in the provinces of 
Ciego de Avila, Cienfuegos, Granma and Santiago de Cuba, where better work must be 
done. 


Campaign in Guanajay 
Havana TRIBUNA DE LA HABANA in Spanish 23 Jun 81 p 4 


[Excerpt] The Guanajay public heslth sector, working with the mass organizations, 
the MIT [Territorial Troop Militia] and nursing students have given 170 talks and 
held 10 discussions on the subject “the Aedes aegypti mosquito.” 


A brigade of more than 30 MIT members inspected the homes in the locality to check 
on the completion of the health measures. 


On the other hand, the nursing students and polyclinic workers have done intensive 
work in filling bags of Abate, an insecticide which is submerged in water storage 
containers to prevent the reproduction of the mosquito. 


The municipality of Guanajay has 185 blocks, of which all but 24 have been provided 
with Abate as of this writing, representing 70 percent coverage. 


Also, of the 204 work centers in the zone, 193 have been cleaned up, representing 
94 percent fulfillment of the plan, and 1,366 lots and yard have been cleaned up. 
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Sanitary treatment has also been provided to 612 buses on the Guanajay-Bahia Honda 
route. 


This gives some idea of the work carried out by the public health authorities and 
the local organs of the people's government with a view to optimal implementation 
of the campaign the Aedes aegypti mosquito. 


Further Provincial Reports 
Havana GRANMA in Spanish 1 Jul 81 p 3 
[Article by Jose A. de la Osa] 


[Excerpts] Of a total of 83,632 premises to be cleaned up throughout the country, 
as of yesterday 75,357 were reported finished, representing 90 percent fulfillment 
of the instructions issued by the Ministry of Public Health with a view to 
eliminating the actual and potential breeding grounds of the Aedes aegypti mosquito, 
the sole causal agent of the ailment known as dengue fever. 


Health workers have checked on 91 percent of all of the premises cleaned up to date. 


As to the plan for the application of Abate being pursued, six provinces have com- 
pleted the task, according to reports released by the Epidemological Office of the 
MINSAP. They are the provinces of Havana, City of Havana, Camaguey, Holguin, 
Santiago de Cuba, Sancti Spiritus and the Isle of Youth special municipality. 


Las Tunas, Ciego de Avila and Granma have low fulfillment percentages. 


It is also reported that spray gun treatment has been applied to eliminate the 
adult mosquito in 23 percent of the housing units in the country. 


Aerial spraying over at total of 66,403 hectares has also been done in all the 
provinces. 


Treatment Continues 
Havana GRANMA in Spanish 2 Jul 81 p 3 
[Article by Jose A. de la Osa] 


[Excerpts] The national percentage of premises sanitized has reached 91 percent. 
All of the provinces have advanced in this task with the exception of Santiago de 
Cuba, which showed a decline because of the increase in the number of premises 
reported, while Las Tunas showed the same figure as the preceding day. 


In connection with the Abate treatment plan undertaken to prevent the procreation 
of the mosquito, six provinces have reached 100 percent. They are Havana and City 
of Havana, Sancti Spiritus, Camaguey, Santiago de Cuba and the Tele of Youth. 
Cienfuegos and Holguin are very close to completion. 


The Epidemiology Office of the MINSAP has announced that the other provinces have 
improved in this work, with Las Tunas in last place, with 47.6 percent. 








Aerial spraying to eliminate the adult Aedes aegypti mosquito was carried out in 
six provinces in the country yesterday. According to the cumulative report, an area 
of 151,629 hectares has been covered. 


Some 29 percent of the housing units have received the interior spray treatment, 
with spray guns being used to destroy the adult mosquito. 


CDR Participation 
Havana GRANMA in Spanish 4 Jul 81 p 3 
[Article by Susana Lee] 


[Excerpts] The Committees for the Defense of the Revolution have mobilized heavily 
throughout the country in support of the campaign against the Aedes aegypti mosquito 
which is a carrier of dengue fever, among other diseases. 


At a press conference held yesterday at the national offices of the organization, 
Vidal Rivera, of the national executive secretariat, and Lidia Vicente, head of its 
public health department, reported that the work of the CDR members has been mainly 
focused on eliminating the breeding grounds of the mosquitoes and filling and 
distributing the little bags of Abate to homes. 


Among the tasks carried out were the discussion of the instructions drafted by the 
Ministry of Public Health in 70,224 CDR; the filling of little bags with Abate on 
the area level, participation in its distribution and placement in water containers 
in homes; the elimination of breeding grounds in inside patios, courtyards, lots, 
etc, of which 120,361 have been cleaned up to date, and a collection of 109,656 
cubic meters of garbage and tools. 


Also, more than 5,000 special health talks have been given in the committee zones 
by doctors, nurses and other health personnel. 


Currently work is being done to establish checking commissions made up of health 
personnel, members of the CDR and FMC sanitary brigade members in each zone. They 
will visit homes to check on the implementation of these measures. Those which have 
completed the measures will be declared free of breeding grounds and will be issued 
a seal to be placed on the door of the house. A similar certificate will be issued 
to CDR zones whose homes have been given this seal, and the same will be done in 
those zones where all of the committees complete the task. 


In this connection, it has been announced that 13,935 CDR have already been declared 
free of breeding grounds. 


General Cleanup 


During the press conference, Vidal Rivera announced that beginning Thursday of this 
week, the collection of garbage and debris (commonly known to the people as the tool 
plan) was intensified in seven municipalities in the City of Havana, because they 

currently have the largest numbers of breeding centers reported. They are Boyeros, 
Cerro, Diez de Octubre, San Miguel del Padron, Plaza, Arroyo Naranjo and Guanabacoa. 
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Similar work is being done in the other provinces of the country. Im this connection 
it was reported that intensive work has been underway in Camaguey, Santiago de Cuba, 
Granma, Holguin and Pinar del Rio since last Sunday, with dozens of trucks and 
thousands of CDR members being mobilized for this cleanup work. In Santiago de Cuba 
for example, three municipalities--Contramaestre, San Luis and Palma Soriano--have 
already been declared free of breeding grounds. 


It was also announced that 10,000 machetes and 1,000 files were delivered on Thursday 
to the 7 capital municipalities mentioned above, as well as others containing vacant 
lots, with a view to the launching of a vast campaign against weeds. In this 
connection, the needs of the other provinces are being established in order to 

launch this task throughout the country. 


In conclusion, the CDR leaders who participated in the press conference urged the 
CDR membership to continue cooperating as they have to date in the campaign against 
the Aedes aegypti mosquito, and to intensify the work of cleaning up and sanitizing 
houses, labor centers and general premises in connection with this campaign in the 
coming days. 


Aerial Spraying 
Havana GRANMA in Spanish 6 Jul 81 p 3 
[Article by A. Shelton] 


[Excerpts] The national cleanup to eliminate centers of the Aedes aegypti mosquito 
which is a carrier of the dengue fever virus has included the launching of a wide- 
spread aerial operation in which pilots, mechanic-technicians and large numbers of 
auxiliary and safety personnel are participating. Each day begins at 0400 hours and 
does not end until after 2200 hours. 


The small AN-2 aircraft and the crews making up the Farm Aviation Enterprise fleet 
are waging a ceaseless battle, but not precisely in the cultivated areas this time, 
but rather over the densely populated zones of the country. It is specifically in 
the capital that the operation is most difficult and risky because of numerous 
obstacles interfering with flight, such as buildings, antennae and others. 


The operation is carried out in the early morning hours and as dusk approaches, 
because the insect killer must make contact with the mosquito, which takes shelter 
in the shade when the sun is hot. The planes carry a product called Malathion, 
highly lethal to the insects but harmless to man. 


Currently, more than 30 pilots and technical personnel directly linked with this 
work, including more than 200 comrades who are mechanics, transport equipment 
assistants, startup, air system and other workers, are participating in the cam- 
paign nationally. 


Engineer Benigno Miranda of the operations division of the Farm Aviation Enterpris 
told GRANMA that in the spraying work, an effort is made io acuieve the highest 
level of microatomization possible, so that the particles of the product will 
remain in the air as long as possible, increasing the probability of contact with 
the noxious insect. 











He added that about 500 al of Malathion are sprayed per hectare, representing one 
block in the urban zones. To date, more than 240,000 hectares throughout the 
country have been treated with the product, at the rate of approximately 20,000 per 
day. 


The team of pilots put in some 50 flight hours each day, in a large-scale aerial 
operation the total cost of which has been estimated at more than 30,000 pesos per 
day. 


The specific purpose of the operation is to poison the environment in which the 
mosquito lives to the saturation level, thus eliminating the possibility of its 
continued existence and multiplication. The campaign being carried out therefore 
also includes the use of larvicides in homes and premises where there are tanks 
which are not hermetically sealed. 


Since 20 June, when the operation began, the workers at the Farm Aviation Enterprise 
have been operating on a health emergency status, in accordance with which opera- 
tional groups have been created in all the provinces and in the Isle of Youth 
speci-l municipality. 


A fleet of 20 AN-2 aircraft has been allocated for this work, a sizeable force in 
view of the fact that this is the season when there is the heaviest demand for 
the spraying of plantings in the agricultural sector. 


Homes Treated 
Havana GCRANMA in Spanish 7 Jul 81 p l 
[Article by Jose A. de la Osa] 


[Excerpts] The percentage of homes treated with the larvicide Abate in order to 
prevent the multiplication of the domestic Aedes aegypti mosquito, which typically 
reproduces in artificial containers in the human habitat or its surroundings, rose 
to 56 percent yesterday. 


The larvicide is being distributed in little bags to be placed in the drinking 
water containers found in homes. It should be applied in the following dosages: 
10 grams (2 teaspoons) for the treatment of containers with a 100-liter (about 25 
gallons) capacity; 20 grams (1 soupspoon) for 200 liters (50 gallons); 50 grams 

2 and 1/2 soupspoons) for 500 liters (about 130 gallons); and 100 grams (5 soup- 
spoons) for treating containexs of 1,000 liters (about 250 gallons). 


Containers with a capacity of more than 1,000 liters will be treated with the last- 
mentioned dosage, and for containers in domestic use, such as watering troughs for 
animals and birds, 1 teaspoon of Abate will be used. 


It is important to know that the measures being pursued to control the Aedes 
aegypti mosquito, the sole causal agent of dengue fever, must be maintained 
Systematically in each home or work center, because this mosquito is mainly 
domestic. 
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Dengue Fever Epidemic 


Epidemics of dengue fever have been reported in the tropical zones and in South 
America, the West Indies and tropical North America since the 18th century. Such 
occurred in Puerto Rico in 1963, 1969, 1975, 1977 and 1978, in which year an out- 
break of dengue fever occurred in our country as well. 


The worst epidemic in recent years occurred in Colombia in 1972, and it is estimated 
that there were half a million cases. Estimates for Puerto Rico have been as high 
as 224,000 clinical cases in 1977 and 450,000 in 1978. 


Outbreaks were also reported in 1977 in Jamaica, the Virgin Islands, Belize, 
Guatemala, El Salvador, Honduras, Colombia and Mexico. 


The Aedes aegypti mosquito is widespread in the southeastern part of the United 
States, such that it remains a permanent and major health probles. 


Fines Imposed 
Havana GRANMA in Spanish 11 Jul 81 pp 1, 3 
[Article by Jose A. de la Osa] 


[Excerpts] Of the 1,290 fines imposed yesterday on bodies which have not carried 
out the health measures ordered by the public health authorities for the control of 
the Aedes aegypti mosquito, the cause of the out*reak of dengue fever now affecting 
the country, the largest number were for the provinces of Cranma (252), Holguin 
(212), Matanzas (184), Villa Clara (151) and Camaguey (117). 


The total number of reports of infractions of Decree Law No 27 in recent weeks comes 
to 12,710. 


When an Aedes aegypti mosquito bites a person suffering from dengue fever, it can 
transmit the disease via further infecting bites 8 to ll days later, and for the 
balance of a month, the average life span of this harmful insect. 


According to information provided by the National Epidemiology Departrent of the 
MINSAP, all the provinces have reported fulfillment equal to or exceeding 100 per- 
ent in the plan for the treatment of homes with Abate, and in the campaign against 
the odult mosquito using spray guns, the percentage of home treatments has increased 


‘rom 68.7 percent to 76.3 percent. Aerial spraying was done yesterday in cight 
provinces. 


CDR Effort 
“avana TRIBUNA DE LA HABANA in Spanish 11 Jul 81 p 2 


Article Sy Leandro Carvaial] 


Text] A more aggressive attitude on the part of the masses and the CDR leaders 
s dealing with the outbreak of dengue fever, which is transmitted by the Aedes 
VEyPti mosquito, was urged by Maria Teresa Malmierca, assistant national coordinato: 





of the CDR, at a meeting held at the provincial offices of the organization, at 
which she presided, along with Jose Antonio Gell Noa, a member of the provincial 
party committee and capit?! ceordimator, and Dr Abelardo Ramirez, director of 
health for the province. 


This appeal was reiterated by coordinator Gell Noa, who ordered that daily meetings 
be held in the zones and municipalities to check on the development of the campaign 
and to ensure the full use, morning, noon and night, of the 10,C00 machetes dis- 
tributed to the CDR of the capital. This can be done, he explained, if the free 
time of the CDR members on each block is used for the purpose. 


Gell Noa stressed the integration of the checking commissic.s on all blocks, with 
a view to full coverage for the Abate treatment and the elimination of mosquito 
breeding grounds, as well as the mastery by these commissions and the leaders and 
municipal and zonal cadres of the seven preventive measures stipulated by the 
public health authorities for the successful completion of the campaign, as the 
central task. 


Gell Noa urged that visits be paid to homes for a further check of sanitation, with 
repetition of these v’sits as often as possible in order to triumph over this small 
Sut dangerous enepy. 


He also urged the CDR members in the capital to eliminate the existing potential 
mosquito breeding grounds in their own homes, and to continue systematically to 
devote concern to the hygiene norms set forth. The health director for the province, 
Dr Ramirez, announced the strengthening of the Abate treatment campaign in the 
capital with a supplementary 100,000 little bags of the product. 


The coordinator for the capital announced that seals will be issued, to te affixed 
to the doors of the homes declared free of breeding grounds. This will also be 
done with the CDR and the zones in which all sectors of the territory without 
exception have been declared free of the Aedes aegypti mosquito. 


He also stressed that the health talks should continue to be held in brief 
impromptu meetings if necessary, in order to spread information on the preventive 
measures against dengue fever as wide'v as possible and to contribute to its 
eradication. 


The 10,000 machetes delivered to the CDR members in the capital, Gell Noa concluded, 

should not be put down until the last vacant lot has been cleared. This to is a 

battle which we must win through the disciplined and determined action of the masses. 
CU Havana Province 

Havana TRIBUNA DE LA HABANA in Spanish 11 Jui 81 p 2 

[Article by Julian A. Bulit Ulacia] 


[Text] Havana province is continuing its successful work to eradicate infestations 
of the Aedes aegypti mosquito by cleaning up ditches, clearing weeds, and dis- 
infecting sites where there is standing water. 


33 








The provincial public health department is selling Inseptil to the public. Customers 
must bring bottles to obtain the product. 


Also, the population is instructed to replace the bags of Abate when the water in 
containers is changed. 


The leading municipalities in this campaign, out of the 19 comprising the province, 
are Alquizar, Batabano and Bauta. Mariel has also done careful work in this con- 
nection, with the cleanup of 6,000 homes which have been treated with Abate. 


In the urban zones of the municipality, 3,500 meters of debris and garbage have been 
disposed of, three disinfection flights have been made and 21 health talks have been 
given. 


FMC Tasks 
Havana TRIBUNA DE LA HABANA in Spanish 11 July 81 p 2 
[Article by Maria V. Pardo] 


[Text] The FMC is continuing to produce bags of Abate for the purification of 
water contaminated by the Aedes aegypti mosquito. 


Sanitary brigade members have pursued a broad campaign in the 19 municipalities of 
Havana province, producing 2,752 bags of Abate and cleaning up the 2,627 potential 
infection centers. 


The Havana federation members have discussed the instructions issued by the Ministry 
of Public Health in 634 block meetings and the sanitary measures have been carried 
out by 92,422 comrades. 


One of the basic tasks in this campaign against the Aedes aegypti mosquito is visits 
to homes by sanitary brigade members to check on the implementation of the health 
measures ordered by the MINSAP. 


CTC Participation 
Havana GRANMA in Spanish 19 Jun 81 p 3 
[Article by Evelio Telleria] 


'Fxcerpts] The trade union movement, joining in the intensive campaign organized 
»y the Ministry of Public Health against the Aedes aegypti mosquito, a dangerous 
carrier of diseases, has outlined a series of tasks consistent with the goals of 
this campaign. 


al issued by the national CTC and its trade unions to all the workers 
rging participation in this campaign against the Aedes aegypti mosquito, the 
slLlowing tasks were set forth, among others: 


To demand of administrations that all recipients which could constitute breeding 
grounds be eliminated; to organize self inspection visits (once a week) in units 
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and their environs with a view to establishing if there are water containers such 
as tunks, buckets, tin cans, bathtubs or any others, and whether they are protected 
or covered, and if they are not, ensuring their protection by the proper means, 

and eliminating tires, tin cans, bottles, buckets or other containers in which 
water could accumulate to form a mosquito breeding ground. 


Finally, the CTC urged the organization of cleanup and beautification days for all 
units, and periodic visits to trade union sections in the same branch to check on 
the advance of the campaign. 


Activities in Havana 
Havana GRANMA in Spanish 19 Jun 81 p 3 


[Text] (AIN)--The public health and FMC officials in the province of Havana to 
are pursuing a coordinated campaign to clean up homes with a view to eliminating 
the Aedes aegypti mosquito. The federation will expand its propaganda and health 
education campaign in the territory on a district and block basis, and will work 
with the public health authorities in disinfecting and spraying possible mosquito 
breeding grounds. 


Public Health Authorities Meet 
Havana TRIBUNA DE LA HAVANA in Spanish 19 Jun 81 p 1 


[Excerpt] (AIN)--The need to step up destruction of mosquito breeding grounds in 
homes, premises and labor centers was stressed at the checking meeting held in 
connection with the campaign against the Aedes aegypti mosquitce in the city of 
Havana at the headquarters of the provincial public health authority. 


Leaders of this body and the CDR explained that it is also necessary to hold health 
talks on the block level to provide the population with a more profound under- 
standing of the importance of the task and to provide spraying supplies. 


They also urged committee leaders to create verification commissions for every 
block to check on the places where bags of Abate, the product used to combat the 
larvae found in containers of water, as well as other sectors where the vector 
proliferates, have been distributed. 


The public health authorities, working with the CDR, will supply certificates to 
the block and zonal committees declared free of breeding grounds on the basis of 
the inspection planned for the end of next week, when the measures ordered by the 
MINSAP will be given considerable impetus. 


The coordinators of the mass organizations and the health directors in all of the 
municipalities reported at the meeting on the advance of the campaign, and 
explained the steps taken to implement the procedures to be carried out in this 
campaign by the established date. 


Presiding at the meeting were Hector Terry, vice-minister of the MINSAP, Julian 
Alvarez, of the Consumption and Services Department of the Central Committee; 
Abelardo Ramirez, health director; Jose A. Gell Noa, CDR coordinator; and Jose 
Ramon Perez Valdivia, of the People's Government Executive Committee, all from the 
city of Havana. 
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Priority Tasks in Havana 
Havana TRIBUNA DE LA HABANA in Spanish 19 Jun 81 p 1 


[Text] (15 June) (AIN)--The immediate implementation of the campaign against the 
Aedes aegypti mosquito in this territory is a priority task, Luis Alvarez de la 
Nuez, a member of the Central Committee and first party secretary for Havana, said 
at a meeting held at the headquarters of that political organization. 


Participants included the first secretaries of the party, president of the organs 
of people's government and municipal public health directors, as well as leaders of 
the mass organizations and administrative bodies in the province who have been 
instructed to undertake this task without delay. 


Pastor Castell, public health director for the territory, explained the control 
measures which must be implemented to eliminate this mosquito which is a carrier of 
numerous diseases, and he explained its characteristics and habits of life. 


In summarizing the proceedings, Alvarez de la Nuez set forth the tasks which must 
be carried out by the mass organizations and state bodies for the successful com- 
pletion of this campaign as instructed by the Ministry of Public Health, and he 
urged that the work be started in each municipality without delay. 


FMC on the Offensive 


The public health and FMC leaders in Havana province are pursuing a coordinated 
home cleanup campaign to eliminate the Aedes aegypti mosquito. 


At a meeting of that provincial body attended by leaders and sanitary workers from 
the women's organization, measures were adopted to guarantee the implementation of 
the instructions issued through the mass media concerning control of this insect. 


The federation will broaden its propaganda campaign in the territory and will work 
with the public health authorities in disinfecting and spraying possible mosquito 
breeding grounds. 


This joint campaign also calls for each housewife, in her home, to place a bag con- 
taining insecticide in water containers. The public is again reassured that the 
presence of these bags in the water will not affect human beings. 
Mireya Zayas, president of the FMC in Havana, gave her assurance that the membership 
of the women's organization will support this task as they have all of the guidelines 
of the revolution. 

Decree Law 27 
Havana CRANMA in Spanish 23 Jun 81 p 3 
\Article by Jose A. de la Osa] 


'Text] This week is regarded as decisive for the implementation of the instructions 
issued by the Ministry of Public Health for the pursuit of an intensive campaign 
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against the Aedes aegypti mosquito, a domestic insect closely associated with man 
and sole causal factor of the disease kncwn as dengue fever. 


Since 15 June, work has been done in each home, labor center, school establishment, 
vacant lot, public place and enclosed premise with a view to eliminating or pro- 
tecting against water penetration all areas established as potential Aedes aegypti 
mosquito breeding grounds. In this connection the administrations, political and 
mass organizations have been providing decisive aid. 


At the same time, spraying has been done to destroy the adult mosquito, ditches and 
lakes within settlements have been cleaned up and treated with oil, and little bags 
of Abate (not harmful to the health of man) have been distributed for placement in 
drinking water containers, because of their excellent larvicidal action. 


On the basis of a statement released yesterday by the Epidemiological Office of the 
MINSAP, the percentage of premises cleaned up as reported by the various bodies has 
increased from 29 to 42 percent, and it was noted that the provinces of Villa Clara 
(17.7 percent), Ciego de Avila (18 percent), Granma (19.8 percent), Holguin (27.3 
percent), Pinar del Rio (28.0 percent) and Havana City (35.5 percent) are below 

the national average. 


The best figures were reported by the Isle of Youth special municipality (93.9 per- 
cent), Havana province (91.4 percent) and Sancti Spiritus (88.8 percent). 


The total number of premises to be cleaned up remained at a figure close to that 
published yesterday--64,748, with the work being completed at 25,454. 


Information on Decree Law 27 


Article 21 of Decree Law No 27 pertains t» sanitary violations, and provides for 
fines of between 10 and 50 pesos for infractions such as that described in para- 
graph 3, covering persons who keep outdoors objects which could become uncovered 
water receptacles serving as breeding grounds for mosquitoes. 


Gilberto Penalver, the legal adviser of the Hygiene and Epidemiological Suboffice 
for the city of Havana, told GRANMA that article 318 of the health ordinances 
stipulates, as a provision supplementing the paragraph mentioned, that in order to 
prevent the breeding and propagation of mosquitoes it is prohibited: a) to maintain 
any tank, well or other water receptacle which is not properly protected against the 
entry and exit of mosquitoes by the means previously approved for each case; b) to 
maintain any fountain, pond, basin, urn, earthen jar or any other water container 

of a similar nature, unless it is consistently treated with oil or contains fish 
known to consume mosquito larvae; c) to maintain in the home roofs, gutters, pipes, 
barrels, troughs or other receptecles with cimilar characteristics. 


And finally, paragraph d prohibits the maintenance of lots, courtyards or terrain 
containing excavations, depressions, ponds or swamps allowing water to collect and 
stand. 


Mr Penalver commented that the promulgation of Decree Law 27 is designed to educate 
the population about the maintenance of cleanliness and hygiene and the beautifi- 
cation of our cities, to which not only the administrative public health office, but 
also mass, communal, housing, architectural and urban development organizations con- 
tribute, with the cooperation of the comrades in the National Revolutionary Police. 
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Municipal Evaluation Meeting 
Havana TRIBUNA DE LA HABANA in Spanish 25 Jun 81 p 2 
[Article by Armando Gonzalez Nodarse] 


[Text] A plenary session was held at the municipal headquarters of the CTC in 
San Antonio de los Banos, with representatives of the mass organizations, the organs 
of people's government and the population in general attending, to analyze the 
results of the campaign to eliminate the Aedes aegypti mosquito, which is well along. 


Rigoberto de la Osa, first party secretary for the municipality, and Dr Ramon Prieto, 
in charge of school medicine for the MINSAP in this locality, presided at the meeting. 
They explained the diseases this vector can transmit. 


The first secretary of the party in San Antonio de los Banos explained that although 
this municipality has not been affected, a 72-hour guerrilla war has been declared 
to prevent this carrier from reproducing. 


During the meeting the measures to be adopted and the resources available for the 
elimination of the breeding grounds for the larvae of this harmful insect were 
explained. 


Trade Union Action 
Havana GRANMA in Spanish 30 Jun 81 p 3 
[Article by Evelio Talleria] 


[Excerpts] The immediate participation of trade union sections at all labor centers 
in the country in the current national campaign to control the Aedes aegypti 
mosquito, and the need for the trade unions to promote the battle for the ninth 
grade in order to avoid a last-minute effort, which tends to generate problems, were 
measures approved by the national committee of the CTC at a meeting at which Roberto 
Veiga, secretary general of the central workers trade union and acting member of 

the party Politburo, presided. 


it was stressed that the sites on which greatest attention should be focused during 
the campaign against the mosquito are storage areas, workshops, enclosed premises 
(cellars, guesthouses, etc), unused swimming pools, projects under construction, 
tires stored outdoors and slaughterhouses. 


Dr Adolfo Valdivia, secretary general of the Health Trade Union, stressed that the 
dengue fever caused by the mosquito affects not only workers, but also the produc- 
tion and services which depend on them. 


At the conclusion of the session, Veiga expressed the gratitude of the Cuban worke: 


movement to doctors and other health workers for the extraordinary effort they are 
making in the current struggle against dengue fever. 
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Isle of Youth 
Havana GRANMA in Spanish 1 Jul 81 p 3 
[Article by Lucas Correoso Perez] 


[Text] Nueva Gerona--The campaign against the Aedes aegypti mosquito took on 
further intensity on the Isle of Youth with the implementation beginning yesterday 
of a broad sanitation program throughout the territory, in which the mass organi- 
zations and state bodies and institutions are participating actively. 


Jorge Antelo, sectorial director of health, told GRANMA that all of the farm schools, 
other educational centers, circles and nurseries have been visited by health 
specialists and workers, the sanitary measures ordered for the purpose have been 
applied there, and strict checking is being maintained there, as well as 88 percent 
of the labor centers in the special municipality and all of the homes surveyed. 





Roberto Ogando, president of the municipal assembly of the people's government and 
the commission to control the disease vector in the territory, urged those present 
at the meeting yesterday, at which the sanitation plan was explained, to engage in 
broad mobilization of the masses and to devote the most intensive efforts to the 
successful completion of the task. 


The CTC on the island will mobilize a battalion of 100 voluntary workers for the 
work of sanitizing homes, centers and other sites, in which work the CDR, FMC, ANAP 
and various state bodies will also participate. 


Havana Intensifies Campaign 
Havana TRIBUNA DE LA HABANA in Spanish 1 Jul 81 p 1 
[Article by Leandro Carvajal] 


[Text] Maximal intensification of the campaign against the Aedes aegypti mosquito 
to the point of its total extinction in the shortest possible time was urged at the 
meeting held at the provincial CDR headquarters in the city of Havana, with co- 
ordinator Jose Antonio Gell Noa, a member of the provincial party committee, pre- 
siding. 


The municipal coordinators of the CDR and the municipal public health directors par- 
ticipated in the meeting, engaging in extensive and profound discussion during which 
the achievements to date, as well as the difficulties encountered, were explained. 

All factors point to recognition of the effective cooperation obtained from the 
population, but the people are asked to make an even greater effort to eliminate 
dengue fever, a disease transmitted by the A-des aegypti mosquito, which can pro- 
liferate in stagnant water and even in drinking water supplies in containers seemingly 
unsuited to their reproduction. 





The reports delivered by the coordinators and the public health directors were 
encouraging about the treatment of homes and other premises with Abate, although 
they revealed the need to step up the campaign and complete the task in occupied 
housing, closed and other premises, as well as the sanitation of vacant lots, where 
the Aedes aegypti mosquito takes refuge and finds prepitious conditions for 
reproduction and propagation. 
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There are still some areas, in particular in Boyeros and Cerro, it was explained, 
where there are ditches and ponds requiring oil treatment. This is also the case 
in Marianao, where the Quibu River and certain areas adjacent to the railroad lines 
require intensive cleanup work. 


Although the accumulation of garbage, rubbish and debris on public routes has 
decreased, the level of cleanliness necessary to combat the small but dangerous 
enemy victoriously has not yet been reached. For this reason the meeting made a 
point of reiterating the appeal to the people to cooperate still more efficiently, 
bearing in mind that the Aedes aegypti mosquito is born and develops in water and 
not empty containers, so that it is necessary to eliminate the latter, not by 
throwing them out but by storing them upside down. 


Dr Ballester recognized the effort made by the CDR in the capital in the campaign 
and warned that there must be no slacking at any time. 


Coordinator Gell Noa issued an appeal for intensification and improved quality in 
continuing the sanitation campaign carried out last week. 


Havana Province Team 
Havana TRIBUNA DE LA HABANA in Spanish 1 Jul 81 p l 
[Article by Irene Izquierdo] 


[Text] A provincial work group for the struggle against the dengue fever epidemic 
which has plagued the population since the early days of the month of June was 
appointed in the city of Havana. It will be headed by Oscar Fernandez Mell, a 
member of the Central Committee of the Communist Party of Cuba and president of the 
Assembly of the People's Government in the capital. 


This commission, which will have the task of coordinating all of the work done to 
put an end to this epidemic, includes other members of the executive committee of 
the people's government, state bodies and the political and mass organizations. 


Work groups have also been appointed on the municipal level, with the same structure 

1s the provincial groups. They will be responsible for checking to ensure that 

spraying against the Aedes aegypti mosquito has been done in each home. 

With the assistance of the CDR and the FMC, they will see to it that water containers 

are kept closed, and will check on stored construction materials and water outlets, 

as well as the collection of accumulations of tools in homes and work centers. 
Sanitation Brigades Meet 


Havana TRIBUNA DE LA HABANA in Spanish 1 Jul 81 p l 


[Article by Mireya Sedres Manso] 


[Excerot] A meeting was held by the sanitary brigades of the FMC to analyze the 
work carried out in the campaign against the Aedes aegypti mosquito in the city of 
Havana. The meeting was held at the headquarters of the women's organization in 
the capital. 








Dora Carcano, a member of the Central Committee of the party and secretary general 
of the FMC: Abelardo Ramirez, a member of the provincial committee of the party and 
health director for the province; Vilma Salinas Soto, a member of the provincial 
committee of the Communist Party of Cuba ana secretary general of the FMC for the 
capital city; and Gladys Iglesias, a member of the provincial secretariat in charge 
of the social labor and production sector, presided at the meeting. 


Further Efforts in Havana 
Havana GRANMA in Spanish 7 Jul 81 p 3 
[Article by Alexis Shelton and Susana Lee] 


[Text] The campaign which has been waged to improve hygiene and sanitation in the 
city of Havana will be intensified beginning today as a part of the campaign against 
the Aedes aegypti mosquito, in which central state and provincial administrative 
bodies, the people's government and the political and mass organizations will par- 
Cicipate. 


The above was announced at a meeting held yesterday by the provincial party com- 
mittee with the following officials presiding: Julio Camacho Aguilera, first party 
secretary for the city of Havana and Politburo member; Sergio del Valle, minister of 
public health and Politburo member; Oscar Fernandez Mell, president of the pro- 
vincial assembly of the people's government and Central Committee members; and Jorge 
Valdes, second secretary of the provincial committee of the party and Central Com- 
mittee member. Also present were other leaders of the party and people's government 
in this capital city. 


During the course of the meeting, Dr Abelardo Ramirez, provincial director of public 
health, and Jose Ramon Perez, a member of the provincial executive committee of the 
people's government in the city of Havana, gave separate reports on the current 
status of the outbreak of dengue fever and the battle being waged for improved 
hygiene and sanitation in the province. 


The information provided revealed that despite the cleanup and sanitation work which 
has been pursued in the capital for some time, and which was intensified as of 20 
June, extra impetus is needed in the next 10 to 15 days with a view to clearing the 
city of garbage, debris and everything else working against better hygiene and health 
for the people. 


To this end, it was decided to begin this new intensification as of today, using for 
the purpose vehicles obtained basically from the Ministries of the Sugar Industry, 
Agriculture, Transportation and Construction, which will provide a larger number of 
these vehicles, and also others in the domestic economy which will also contribute 
to this effort. 


Camacho said at the meeting that the leadership of the central bodies is keenly aware 
of the situation currently being faced and will provide all necessary support for 
this purpose. 


He said that the plan drafted linked various bodies with the municipalities and 
dump systems with a view to pursuing this campaign in organized fashion so that it 
will produce better results, ensuring that each truck committed to this task will 
make as many trips as possible. 
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The main idea of this developing program is not limited to the collection of the 
garbage and debris which have been thrown into the streets in recent days by the 
population in the seven priority municipalities--Central Havana, Plaza, Arroyo 
Naranjo, Boyeros, San Miguel del Padron, Diez de Octubre and Cerro--but also to 
clear all the housing units in the province of rubbish and debris. 


Jose R. Perez reported that more than 53,000 cubic meters of trash have been col- 
lected since the 20th of last month, but that this figure is still low, because an 
immeasurable quantity still remains. 


Camacho said that it is necessary to clean up the city, triumphing cver any obstacles 
encountered in this connection. He said that this is a great battle we must wage 

and that we must win as soon as possible, in order to eliminate everything consti- 
tuting a possible source of disease. 





Sergio del Valle, for his part, said that it is necessary to multiply all the efforts 
put forth to date in connection with the sanitation campaign, and that the task does 
not stop here, but on the contrary, will be systematized and made continuous. 


He noted that a great campaign along the same lines is being waged in other pro- 
vinces, and he stressed the work that has been done in Holguin and Camaguey, where 
between 300 and 500 vehicles were mobilized for the clearing and cleaning up of 
the municipalities there. 


In his report about dengue fever, Abelardo Ramirez said that 82,641 cases have been 
seen in the hospitals and polyclinics. The municipalities with the largest numbers 
of cases are Boyeros, Diez de Octubre and Arroyo Naranjo. A total of 1,796 patients 
have been hospitalized. 


The provincial director of public health stressed the need to see a physician on the 
appearance of any suspicious symptom, and in this connection he reported that 80 
percent of the patients who died were hospitalized after a delay, in other words, 
when the disease was well along, hindering its treatment and patient response. 


Containers for Insecticide Sought 
Havana GRANMA in Spanish 7 Jul 81 p 3 


[Text] The national executive secretary of the Committees for the Defense of the 
Revolution have appealed to all CDR members in the country to undertake a campaign 
to collect glass bottles which can be used for the insecticide needed for the 
systematic combating of the Aedes aegypti mosquito in each home until it is elimi- 
nated. 

"To achieve this goal,” he said, the CDR members in each unit must immediately 
undertake the task of house-to-house canvassing to collect the glass containers 
ordinarily used for selling the three available kinds of Bulgarian juice--amber, 
green and white--to the population, since they have been chosen as the most suitabi 
containers for dispensing the insecticide (Flit)." 


He also explained that once this task is complete, these containers must be delivered 
to the nearest retail tradesmen (grocery), in clean condition, to facilitate the work 
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of the industry, so that these agents will receive them as soon as possible in 
proper sanitary condition to facilitate the dispensing of the insecticide needed. 
with a view to further intensifying the campaign we are waging against the mosquito 
which transmits dengue fever.” 


FEEM, FEU Aid 
Havana JUVENTUD REBELDE in Spanish 10 Jul 81 p 1 


[Text] In response to the campaign against Aedes aegypti mosquitoes being sponsored 
among the youth by the Union of Young Communists, the national secretariats of the 
FEU and the FEEM have issued the following communique: 


"To all students in secondary and higher institutions: 
Comrade students: 


Day by day our people are demonstrating their enthusiasm and determination in taking 
up each new task. The secondary and higher level student body, as a part of the 
people, must give evidence once again of being the most patriotic, conscientious 

and revolutionary youth. 


Therefore, we the students must join with the strength and enthusiasm which charac- 
terize us in the great campaign to eliminate the Aedes aegypti mosquito and eradicate 
dengue fever from our country, which demands the contribution of all our efforts. 


The contribution the students can provide in the health sector in view of the 
increased need for hospital units and health areas, both in the work of treatment 
and in eliminating breeding grounds and centers of disease, is great. This involves 
a great responsibility and determination to set aside our vacations and provide the 
services to our peop.e in the required time and place. 


The work which the rest of the students can do in various activities being carried 
out within the framework of the campaign, working with the other mass organizations, 
in residential zones, is also of vital importance. To this end we must join in the 
cleanup activites, in the application of Abate and in any other tasks required, 
cooperating in this great people's task during the vacation period. 


We Cuban students will not hesitate to carry out this new task successfully, and 
we reaffirm to our working people that we stand firm and join with them in this 
great battle. 


In the campaign against dengue fever and the carrier mosquito, we students answer 
' ' 
present! 


National Secretariats of the FEEM and FEU 
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CDR Pursues Campaign 
Havana GRANMA in Spanish 11 Jul 81 p 3 
[Article by Susana Lee] 


[Excerpts] As a part of the intensive cleanup and sanitation campaign being pursued 
in the city of Havana, the CDR members in the capital are preparing to mount a 
massive attack today and tomorrow on weeds in vacant lots, courtyards, streets, etc, 
making use of the mobilization of 1,030 trucks planned for this weekend to collect 
the cut weeds, it was announced at a meeting held yesterday by the provincial working 
group for the campaign against the Aedes aegypti mosquito. 


It was also announced during the course of the meeting that the provincial public 
health office has undertaken further distribution of little bags of Abate to the 
municipal CDR units, which in turn will see that they reach their sectors, facili- 
tating their delivery to those homes which for one reason or another have not yet 
been treated with Abate, or where due to ignorance or carelessness the bags have 
been discarded by those provided with them earlier. It was emphasized that these 
little bags remain effective for three months, so that when the water being stored 
in receptacles where they have been placed is changed, the Abate should be replaced 
in them. 


Health Workers Dedicated 


Havana GRANMA in Spanish 14 Jul 81 p 3 


|Excerpts] The health workers throughout the country have carried out their 

duties in recent weeks extremely zealously. This has been a decisive factor in the 
effective dealing with the dengue fever outbreak affecting the population. There- 
fore, we believe it is a duty not to be postponed to voice public recognition of 
the meritorious efforts the doctors, nurses, technicians, administrative personnel 
in general and those entrusted with the cleanup operation at aid centers have been 
making in the fulfullment of their missions. The outstanding work being done by 
biologists, virologists and other researchers, CDR and FMC members, also merits 
mention. Each, in his or her labor sector, is pursuing effective activities to 
control dengue fever and its causal agent, the Aedes aegypti mosquito. 


Havana Campaign Advances 
Havana GRANMA in Spanish 14 Jul 81 p 3 
[Article by Susana Lee] 


[Excerpts] On the basis of the work done in recent days, the intensive program 
being pursued as a part of the campaign to clean up and sanitize the city of 
H-vane should be completed next Friday, it was announced yesterday at a meeting of 
the provincial working group for the campaign against the Aedes segypti mosquito. 


At the four dump sites scheduled for cleaning on Sunday, 29,232 meters of debris 
were removed, increasing the total collected in the 15 municipalities of the capita! 
Since last 20 June to 186,557. 
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In this connection, the instructions issued since the beginning of this plan vere 
reiterated, urging the entire population to remove garbage, debris and other unused 
materials from their homes, yards, inner patios, and roofs, and to clear vacant lots 
and streets, in order to make the best use of the large number of trucks assigned 
for collection of such materials in recent weeks. 


CDR Activities 


Jose A. Gell, provincial ccordinator, and Daisy Trespalacios, of the provincial 
secretariat of the CDR, informed GRANMA that on the basis of the reports submitted 
by the municipal units of the organization, there are now about 300,000 homes, more 
than 7,500 CDR and 250 zones which have been declared free of breeding grounds for 
the Aedes aegypti mosquito, after having been checked by verification commissions 
appointed for the purpose. 


As was announced earlier, these groups check ch home to see if the seven require- 
ments established by the public health author -ies have been met: they include 
keeping tanks, cisterns and other water storage receptacles covered; renewing water 
for the consumption of animals daily; keeping ornamental plants in the ground; 
eliminating anything which might contain water, such as automobile tires, tin cans, 
bottles, plastic containers, seashells, etc; checking and eliminating water which 
may have accumulated in stored toilets and other inoperative plumbing fixtures, 
water pipe outlets, sheets of metal, or on zinc or asbestos cement roofs, among 
other places; filling of cavities in trees where water could accumulate with sand 
or gravel; and treatment of those water receptacles which for special reasons can- 
not be hermetically sealed with Abate. 


With regard to the distribution of Abate, it was announced that the work being done 
currently involves checking with a view to supplying those sites which have not 
received the little bags or where they proved insufficient. 


In addition, CDR members in the capital have cleared more than 6,000 vacant lots and 
held some 11,250 special health talks about the Aedes aegypti mosquito. 


CTC Activities Continue 
Havana GRANMA in Spanish 14 Jul 81 p 3 
[Text] An appeal issued by the CTC solicits the aid of trade union leaders and 
workers in general in the task of eliminating breeding grounds for the Aedes aegypti 
mosquito at each work site, storage area, yard and other installation involved in 


production, services or education. 


The Central Organization of Cuban Trade Unioos has approved a work plan designed to 
strengthen support by its leaders and all workers for this campaign. 


The document said that the trade union movement will, beginning during this month 
of July and throughout all the months of this year, carry out self inspections of 


all work sites to find and eliminate potential mosquito centers or breeding grounds. 


"The results of this work, after analysis with the administration, will be discussed 
at the regular production and service assemblies held periodically.” 
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his task will pursue the following goals: providing information about the instruc- 
tions issued for the elimination of mosquito breeding grounds and contributing to 
the health education of the workers; establishing the measures this campaign calls 
for in each trade union section, and specifying who will be responsible and when end 
how implementation is to proceed; sponsoring the active participation of the workers 
in the control and advance of the tasks of environmental control, cleanup and 
sanitation at work sites, storage areas, on roofs, in elevators, courtyards, in 
equipment fleets and elsewhere. 


The CTC appeals to its leaders and the workers to participate with determination and 
energy in this battle “along with the rest of the people, their political and mass 
organizations, and their state and administrative bodies.” 


Tire Plant Checked 
Havana TRAVAJADORES in Spanish 16 Jun 81 p 1 
[Article by Silvia Martinez] 


[Text] As a result of the sanitary situation at the Commander Manuel Fajardo Tire 
Recapping Plant in the city of Havana, a MINSAP commission paid it a visit in the 
early hours of the morning yesterday. The plant was ordered to take steps within 
the shortest possible time to guarantee a cleanup of the plant and, in turn, the 
health of the workers employed there. 


“Our enterprise has been on an alert status for 5 days, during which we have 
implemented the necessary hygiene measures,” Raul Alvarez, plant administrator, 
said. 


But despite this statement, the sanitary conditions at the work center showed 
serious shortcomings, and a large number of tires stored there have become 
recipients for water in which mosquito breeding grounds develop. 


Recently, almost all of the tires were moved to roof areas, but they still contain 
stagnant and putrid water. There are also refuse tanks full of rainwater, card- 
board and tire remnants. 


According to the administrator, a large part of these tires is awaiting recapping, 
svile others are awaiting the arrival of trucks to take them to the dump. This can 
take one or two days. And whet is being done during this time? 


In addition, the tanks of tire remnants which will be disposed of similarly a pro- 
ss carried out every five or six days, have no protective covers and remain full 
water and rubbish up to the top, serving no function other than as mosquito 

breeding grounds. 


luis Granado, secretary general of the trade union center at the center, said ¢ 

f lowing: “We want the tires to remain under shelter and ir etiumal condition 

5 tem addition to protecting the fruit of our work, we tC! guarantee the 
vealth of our workers, which is the most important thing. However, the problem is 
that we do no* ' ve premises in which to keep them. In other words, we have the 
space, but either asphalt covered nor roofed. 
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“The yard is in the worst condition,” he added, “full of gud and dirty water, because 
despite the efforts we have made, we have not been able to obtain the needed asphalt 
and motorized leveling equipment. 


“We are aware of the sanitary situation we have,” he said, “and complaints fros 
neighbors in the surroundings are almost daily occurrences.” 


Although there are objective conditions hindering assurance of proper hygiene, there 
is also negligence. 


Why are the waste tanks not covered? Why are tires which are supposed to be clean 
still full of water? 


Laboratory Violates Instructions 
Havana TRASAJADORES in Spanish 24 Jun 81 p 1 
\Article by Silvia Martinez] 


[Excerpts] At the Cuba-Vet laboratory under the jurisdiction of the Ministry of 
Agriculture, a potential mosquito breeding ground continues to exist since sillions 
of bottles have been stored outside there for many years. 


This situation of meglect led to the necessary implementation of article 21, para- 
graph 3a of Decree Law No 27 covering violations of hygiene instructions. 


The director of the center, Dr Carlos Delgado Ortega, said that the situation with 
the bottles is truly chaotic and very difficult to resolve, such that a series of 
measures to guarantee the cleanup of the area without sacrificing production in the 
shortest possible time has been implemented. 


“If we have the time and the resources,” Ortega said, “we believe we can clear out 
all the bottles in 15 days.” 


It is true that the task ahead is great, but could it not be done in a shorter 
time’? Can this situation be tolerated that long? 


Sewer Blockage Problem 
Havana TRABAJADORES in Spanish 26 Jun 61 p 1 
[Article by Silvia Martinez! 


[Text] There has been a serious overflow of sewage water as a result of a major 
obstruction in the line which has existed for more than a month on Naranjito Street 
between Los Pinos avenue and Perla. The Oscar de Armas nursery, the Arnold Arafet 
primary school, and the polyclinic for the zone are located in this area, at the 
bottom of which water is bubbling out. This is an indication of the danger of this 
continuing situation. 


Currently there is a similar situation at the school, which from every indication 


is a result of the sewer overflow. In addition to this there is a large area of 
rainwater remaining in the courtyard of the school. 
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The complaints of the workers at the nursery, in view of the justified concerns of 
the parents, have been communicated to the municipal public health office. 


The director there, Dr Geovani Alvarez, said that the case has been reported to the 
water and sewage office, which did nothing but inspect the site. The director was 
informed of this, both verbally and in writing, and in view of the apparent violation, 
Decree Law No 27 will be put into effect today. 


Alvarez stated that the settling of residual water through filtration may cause it 
to join the drinking water piped to the nursery, school, polyclinic and adjacent 
homes in the area. 


Thus _ne flooding might become not only a center for mosquitoes, but lead to even 
more serious consequence. 


Eloy Avia, water and sewage director of the Arroyo Naranjo municipality, said that 
he learned of the situation two days ago and in view of the limited resources and 
qualified personnel, he has not yet been able to take care of the sewer problem. 


This problem affects the health of the children at the nursery and the primary 
school. According to the MINSAP director for the municipality, it could lead to 
the shutting down of these centers and the adoption of more drastic measures. 


The situation is a serious one and demands the attention of all agencies for its 
immediate solution. 


Mild Dengue Fever 
Havana GRANMA in Spanish 3 Jul 81 p 3 
[Article by Jose A. de la Osa] 


[Excerpt] Some 80 to 90 percent of the patients suffering from dengue fever, 
mainly children, have an uncomplicated form of the disease. Dr Carlos Dotres 
Martinez, head of the provincial pediatrics group for the city of Havana, with 
whom we talked at the Pedro Borras Childrens Hospital, told GRANMA. 


de said that the symptoms of this outbreak of dengue fever in the country are common 
to numerous diseases in which skin eruptions cr rashes appear, with a fever of 39 

r 40 degrees "which is difficult to lower," cr headache and muscle pain, digestive 
ipsets and vomiting. In some cases hemorrhagic points known in medical language 
as petechiae appear, mainly on the face and the upper and lower limbs. 


mplications of the disease can develop at any time in its clinical progress, and 
t is essential that a physician's help be obtained before the development of the 
mpi mS listed, 


Dotres gave assurance that our medical and paramedical personne! nave adequate 
iowledge to handle these patients, and the country has all the «wuman, material 
14 medical resources needed to deal with the manifestations of this disease. 
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He went on to stress that a physician should be consulted as often as necessary, for 
there are cases which develop high fever which drops sometimes for 24 or 48 hours, 
reappearing after this interval, and sometimes involving some complications. To 
date there is no vaccine known internationally to prevent dengue fever, and it is 
the medical view that vitamin B-1 or C, B-complex or gamma globulin, which do not 
provide any benefit in these cases, should not be used in an effort to prevent the 
disease (transmitted solely by the Aedes aegypti mosquito). 


It is recommended that duralgin rather than aspirin be given as an analgesic to 
patients suffering from dengue fever, since in some cases this disease involves a 
reduction in blood platelets (corpuscles needed for coagulation), and as is known, 
aspirin also has an anticoagulant effect. 


The reason that this type of dengue fever affects more children than adults is not 
known. 


The provincial chief of pediatrics stressed the conscientious care provided by 
doctors, nurses, laboratory technicians and support personnel in general, who have 
rallied outstandingly, sparing neither time nor effort in caring for the patients. 


We were able to corroborate this statement during a tour we made later of the 
hospitals in the city of Havana, where we heard expressions of gratitude from 
mothers and other members of patients’ families toward the health workers who, 
focusing all their effort on the problem, are doing selfless work in our medical 
aid centers. 


Work Centers Lagging 
Havana GRANMA in Spanish 4 Jul 81 p 3 
[Article by Reynold Rassi] 


[Excerpts] A number of labor centers in the 10 Octubre municipality were reported 
as having failed to carry out the plan for the cleanup of premises ordered by the 

Ministry of Public Health with a view to eliminating actual or potential breeding 

grounds for the Aedes aegypti mosquito. 


During a tour made by GRANMA reporters in the 10 Octubre municipality, some of these 
centers were visited, and we were able to observe the lack of steps to prevent con- 
ditions which could become breeding grounds for the Aedes aegypti mosquito. 


The solution to this problem depends in large part on administrative management, 
and when this is not effective, the trade union must then play its counterpart role. 
The campaign against the Aedes aegypti mosquito is the task of all. 


Health Workers Praised 


Havana GRANMA in Spanish 4 Jul 81 p 3 


[Text] The National Health Workers Union has issued an appeal concerning the 
struggle being waged currently against the Aedes aegypti mosquito, stating that in 
the midst of the outbreak of dengue fever in this country, the great sensitivity of 
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our doctors, nurses, technicians and health workers has once again been evidenced. 
These workers, sparing no effort, have occupied their “combat trenches" since the 
beginning and are waging an intensive effort to safeguard and restore the health of 
our people. 





"It is for this reason," the appeal said, “that we turn to you with the request to 
pass on to them the message of encouragement and gratitude for this intensive and 
self-sacrificing work, which is consistent with the health workers’ tradition of 
struggle and a concrete example of the level of political awareness and human sensi- 
tivity found in our workers’ collectives." 


The document said that the national trade union, aware of the vast moral reserves, 
technical quality, professional responsibility and spirit of unselfishness and 
sacrifice evidenced on many occasions within and outside the country, appeals to 
all its members as follows: 


--To continue adopting all the organizational measures which will guarantee care of 
the patients affected by this disease. 


--To the doctors, to continue offering the best of their knowledge and energy to 
provide rapid, skilled and optimal care for all those who require it. To exercise 
their role as educators more vigorously than ever and to eliminate doubts and con- 
cerns, most often the results of a lack of adequate information. 


--To the nurses, to develop care at this time full of sensitivity and a sense of 
duty, as befits these self-sacrificing and valiant comrades, and as they have been 
able to do on many occasions. 


--To the workers in the pharmaceutical industry and its enterprises, to maintain 
the same spirit of work in order to guarantee the supplies necessary to meet the 
medical care needs and those of the people. 


--To innovators and rationalizers, to devote all their inventive and creative 
capacity to the resolution of the problems which arise. 


--To the cleanup and spraying personnel, to ensure the proper use of each sprayer 
ind to make use of insecticides, carrying out this important task in the campaign 
against mosquitoes with the highest quality and efficiency. 


--To service and field workers, support personnel and administrative groups, to 
take each of the instructions of the central public health body in hand with 
determination and courage in order to wage this battle without quarter against the 


igent which transmits dengue fever and its consequences simultaneously on all 
tronts. 


-To the base and intermediary level trade union leaders, to serve as examples in 
his battle and be on the front lines of combat at all times, carrying out their 
specific tasks and collaborating in the mobilization of workers wy their 
oresence is needed, and assuming such responsibilities cs + sned to them, 
-howing once again what we are capable of doing to the benefit of the health of ovr 
eople. 
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Forward, comrade health workers and trade union leaders! Let us demonstrate the 
tremendous moral reserves we have! Let us be more demanding of ourselves and 
others! Let us rise above difficulties and situations, and make a reality of our 
determination not to fail the revolution, the party and Fidel in this or any other 
task! And let us respond to the appeal implicit in the phrase “much is expected of 
the health worker." 


Fatherland or death! We will triumph! 

Pregnant Women Concerned 
Havana GRANMA in Spanish 6 Jul 81 p 3 
[Article by Jose A. de la Osa] 


[Text] Is it possible that a woman afflicted with dengue fever in the course of her 
pregnancy will give birth to a baby with some congenital malformation? 


We asked this question, one of the popular concerns, of Professor Roberto Rodriguez 
Castro, head of the National Gynecological and Obstetrical Group of the Ministry of 
Public Health. He began by telling us that during the earlier outbreak of dengue 
fever from which we suffered in 1977-78, it was decided not to interrupt any 
pregnancies, “based on an exhaustive study we made of the cumulative experience on 
the international level.” 


"The medical literature on the subject was reviewed," he explained, “and no evidence 
was found to suggest any effect on the development of the fetus in pregnant women 
who had suffered from dengue fever." 


It was found in studies made later in our country that the death rate from con- 
genital anomalies in newborn babies remained the same in 1979 as for the preceding 
year. 


Professor Rodriguez Castro stated that since we are being affected now by what is 
known as type II dengue fever (of the four existing), the literature has been 
reviewed again to incorporate worldwide experience, “and to date no case of change 
in the embryo or fetus during its intrauterine development has been reported, even 
when the mother has suffered from dengue fever during the first 16 weeks of 
pregnancy.” 


According to reports in the WORLD HEALTH ORGANIZATION REVIEW, the dengue fever virus 
is transmitted actively in 61 countries in the tropical zone around the world. 


Pregnant women have no special predisposition to the disease, and when they suffer 
from it, the clinical development is the same as in patients who are not pregnant. 


Professor Rodriguez Castro warned that any illness causing high fever lasting 
several days can have adverse effects on pregnant women, “so that pregnant women 
suffering from dengue fever must make every effort to ensure that their temperatures 
do not remain high over a sustained period." 
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“If high fever persistently develops, we recommeud that they consult a doctor, who 
can in each case determine the steps to be taken.” 





German measles is the only viral disease known to date to cause congenital malformation. 


Mr Rodriguez Castro, who is a professor at the Higher Institute of Medical Sciences 
in Havana, stated in conclusion to the comments reported above that generally speaking, 
interruption of pregnancy because of dengue fever is not indicated. 


Violations Reported, Penalized 
Havana GRANMA in Spanish 6 Jul 81 p 3 


[Text] With a view to facilitating the efforts being made nationally to eliminate 
the Aedes aegypti mosquito, which transmits dengue fever, and in accordance with the 
precise instructions of the attorney general of the republic, the provincial 
attorneys general have been cooperating with the public health organs of the people's 
government to ensure that municipal bodies report to the attorneys general on these 
levels all violations of the measures and provisions ordered by the public health 
authorities with a view to eliminating the carrier insects. 


The instructions issued by the attorney general of the republic also provide that 
in cases of unjustified or repeated violations by bodies, the officials responsible 
for the violations must appear before the municipal people's courts to be judged in 
accordance with the provisions of article 212 of the Penal Code pertaining to the 
propagation of epidemics. 


Also, it was stressed that the provincial attorneys general will see to it that only 
those negligent officials who after having been properly notified by the public 
health authorities fail to carry out the measures ordered appear before the municipal 
courts. 


On the other hand, it was announced that the offices of the attorneys general have 
worked with the provincial courts to see that cases resulting from such infractions 
receive speedy hearings, thus making penal action more effective. 


BRIEFS 


ANTHRAX CASES--Two technical officers of the Veterinary Services Department at 
Salaga who feasted on the carcass of a cow infested with anthrax, have been 
admitted to a Salaga Hospital. The names of the officers are being withheld. 
Alhaji Busana Abukari, owner of the cow, said on July 10 this year, the cow died 
suddenly and he reported it to the two officers who informed him that the cow 

died because it caught fever, and declared its carcass unwholesome. Alhaji Abukari 
disagreed with the officers but decided to bury it nonetheless. However, when he 
was about to bury the carcass, the officers took it from him, Dr Richard Tawiah, 
medical officer in charge of the hospital, diagnosed that the officers were suffer- 
ing from anthrax. He, however, added that they were doing well.--GNA [Text] 
[Accra GHANAIAN TIMES in English 21 Jul 81 p 8] 


CSO: 5400/5247 
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MALARIA REPORTED RETURNING TO INDIA ‘WITH A VENGEANCE' 


New Delhi PATRIOT in English 14 Jul 81 pp l, 7 


- 


Text | 


\ ALARIA is back in India 
I Nearly eradicated about 12 
years ago, the disease has staged 
a comeback with a vengeance, 
afflicting millions of people. 


which came almost on the verge 


resistant 
in It is not that the entire mos- 
quits one: 


nity to 
that 4 tiny Mpeveticaly nau 


proportion survives — 
plies until the Ipsec population 
consists mainly of TeSisi- 


ers. When other insecticides are 
developed, mosquitoes develoa 
resistance to them also. 


Figures regarding incidence of 
malaria in the Union Territory 
of Delhi are apparently classified 
information. 

There is marked reluctance os 
the part of officials of the Natio 
nal Malaria Eradication Pro- 
gramme (NMEP) and the Direc. 
torate of Health Services of the 
Delhi Administration to talk 
about the subject. 

NMEP officials do not deny 
having the relevant figures in the 
matter; they merely suggest it 
would be better if the informa- 
tion was sought from the Direc- 
torate of Health Services of the 
veiat Admipistration. Directorate 
ofcals express their helplec:. 
pess in the matter on the ground 


Madhya 
Pradesh. The actual number of 
deaths is placed at times 
more than the official figure. 
The deadly strain was first de 
tected in the country in 1974 and 
100 deaths were attributed to it, 
officially. Thiet number. again ac- 
cording to official figures, rose ‘a 
168 and 169 subsequent 
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gradually declining to the figure of 54 last year. 


lt was in tact in 1973 that the National Malaria Eradication Programme people came 





to know of the existence of the drug-resistant P falciparum strain in Assam--a deadly 


strain that can be fatal if not checked in time. 


Experts are not sure whether the strain is a mutation or importation. If not a 
mutation, it could have come into the country from any one of the following places: 
Indonesia, Cambodia, Thailand, Vietnam, Burma or Bangladesh where this drug- 
resistant strain is found. 


The magnitude of the problem and the seriousness with which the Government has 
decided to tackle it may be judged from the fact that over 30 percent of the Central 
health budget is allocated to the malaria control programme in the country. 


Malaria is very serious problem in many ways. Apart from the sickness and death 
that it brings, it cripples agriculture in many parts of the country, adversely 
atfecting output in a basically agricultural economy like ours. For instance, at 
one time it used to cripple agriculture in the foothills of the Himalayas, Punjab 
and Haryana, which experienced epidemics every second year. 


In fact, at the time of partition, the country had reported seven-and-a-half crore 
malaria cases, with about eight lakh deaths reported every year. During epidemics, 
this number rose three-fourfold. 


During World War II, according to Dr A. P. Ray of the National Malaria Eradication 
Programme, in some theatres of war cases suffering from malaria far exceeded battle 
casualties. 


Our country has invested huge funds on the malaria control programme. The wisdom 
behind the decision to incur such huge expenditure, explains Dr S. Pattanayak, is 
logical. 


A single bout or rigor of malaria fever, he points out, consumes 5000 calories 
and 5000 calories is the amount of energy generated by consuming 1.6 kg of rice. 
This quantity of rice is roughly two days’ food for an average Indian. 


Loss of energy, explains Dr Pattanayak, leads to malnutrition--a major problem in 
this country. It has been seen that in areas where malnutrition is prevalent, 
immune response to the immunisation programme is poor, in other words prevalence 
of malaria adversely affects the immunisation programme. 


Malaria is also responsible for the low birth weight of children, particularly 
those born to primaparous mothers. Reduction in growth comes towards the end of 
pregnancy when the cells of the brain are multiplying rapidly. 


if this material infection is prevented, it improves the child's potential for 
better intellectual development. But if malaria remains unchecked, it can cause 
large-scale deaths among children, as is happening in Africa where about 10 lakh 
children die of malaria every year. 


The NMEP is looking forward to the indigenous system of medicine to come out with 
powerful drugs for the treatment of malaria which will not only reduce import of 
anti-malarial drugs but also effectively eliminate the chloroquine-resistant 

P falciparum strain of the disease. 
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CHOLERA IDENTIFIED IN GASTROENTERITIS DEATHS 


Cases in Calcutta 


Calcutta THE STATESMAN in English 9 Jul 81 p 12 


‘Text } 


-utta 


E number of deaths due ta 
gastro-enterit‘s” in the Picnic 
Gardem-Tiljala areas of Calcutta 
rose to at least six on Wednesday 
according to Calcutta Corporation's 
Health Department. The civic off 
clas. however cou'd not confirm a 
report of another death due to the 
ieease in the area during the day. 

Sources at the Infect‘ous 
es Hospital at Belughata reported 
at night that about 30 fresh cases 
of “gastro-enteritis” had been ad- 
mitted to the hospital during the 
day from the areas. including Pic- 
nic Garden-Tiljala, and aso Topsia. 
an adjacent suburb. during _ the 
day. increasing the total nudiber 
of “gastro-enteritis” attacks tn 
these areas during the past few 
days to more than 6 At jeast two 
of these were positive cholera 
cases, according to the Corpors- 
tion's Health cer. 

Mir Prasenta’Sur. West Bengal 
VMinuwter for Local Government, 
abo visited the Picnic Gerden 
area. sacd st Tiltala that a joint 
operation bw officials and men of 
the Conservancy and Health de 
partments of Calcutta Corporation 
would be lwanched on Thursday as 
part of the preventive measures 
taken ogainet the d'sease. “All 
efforts «ul be made so that the 4 
ease does not take alarming pre 
portions”. be said 


A spokesman ot the Corporation 
said at sight that all the tanks ia 


the affected areas would be “seal- 
ed off” and quards sould be post- 
ed sO that mo one could use the 
weter. To help the dwellers in the 
effected areas three water tankers 
would be sent by the civic autho 
rities. 

Mr Ser said that be would also 
discuss the matter of drinking 
eater supply «ith senimr oific.ais 
of the State Government's Health 
Department 50 that all neces sary 
assistance was made readily ava 
2bie Two ambulsnces—bdelonging 
to the State Gowernment end the 
Calcutta Corporation—would be on 
standby duty in the area. 


The civic officials said that 21 
centres had been set op in the 
area and sdministration of med!- 
cine and other preventive opera 
tlons would be conducted from 
these centres. 

Mr Sur said it bad not yet deen 
co74Srmed thet water caused the 
outbreak Att to ascertain the 
Cause were continuing. 


The Corporation's Mealth Officer 
sald that inadequate chlorination of 
drinking wo'er part.culatiy from 
tubewe: sources, might create 
probiems. To ascertain the cause 
of the outbreak. the civic authors 
tree collected samples of drinking 
water {rom at ‘east 10 different 
places im the affected area. which 
would be analysed 


Cases in Maharashtra 


THE STATESMAN in English 9 Jul 81 p 12 


ALRANGABAD, July §—Thiry 
‘’o persons died and cerrly 2890 
vere affected by Castroenteritie 
ard <ho.era im the ox d simcts 4 
VoharasStra’s “Marathbead, region 
turing the past six Months, accor 


4irne to *he deputy direrter cof 
health services for Auta zabed 
di; h0n. reperte LNT 

life «ae@ that Navcced ard Parbvd 
am districts aceoounted for 17 
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KALA-AZAR CASES REPORTED IN WEST BENGAL 
Calcutta THE STATESMAN in English 8 Jul 81 p 3 


[Text] Kala-azar, which has broken out in six blocks in Murshidabad district, 
has claimed three lives so far. The largest number of cases have been detected 
in Farakka, the figures for attacks and death being 94 and one, respectively. 
One death each has also been reported from Shumsheregunge and Raghunathgunj 
block (II) so far. Altogether 152 persons have been stricken with the disease, 
which affects the liver, spleen and turns a person anaemic. 


An official of the Health Department of the West Bengal Government said in 
Calcutta on Tuesday that the disease had affected people in five Malda blocks 
covering a population of about 11,000 in 20 villages. He said the disease had 
broken out in the discrict last year. Four of the 130 affected people had died. 
Harishchandrapur block (II), which lies very close to Purnea district in Bihar, 
had so far reported 126 attacks and four deaths. The other affected blocks are 
Ratua I and II, Gaiol and Habibpur. 


The West Bengal Government has suggested to the Centre that a joint anti-kala- 
azar operation be undertaken by the State and Bihar Governments. The disease 
had broken out in a virulent form some years ago in six districts of Bihar some 
of which lie close to West Bengal border. About 100,000 people were affected, of 
whom about 6,000 were killed. 


Dr A. B. Chowdhury, Director, School of Tropical Medicine, Calcutta, said that a 
three-member team of the school had gone to Murshidabad to study various aspects 
of the spread of the disease which is caused by bites of sandfly. He said that 
the disease, which had virtually become extinct with the eradication of malaria 
had reappeared after the suspension of the anti-malaria spraying operation. 


He said that some cases had been detected among the tribal people in Khardah, 
24-Parganas. Most of them were children. These people, who were nomads, hailed 
from Santhal Parganas in Bihar, he added. 


The Government has started spraying operations in the affected areas. It has 
been found that unlike mosquitoes, sandflies are still vulnerable to DDT. The 
patients are being treated at health centres. They are being treated with a 
pentavalent antimony compound and other supplementary drugs. 


57 





PTI adds: The Minister of State for Health, Mr S. Nabi, informed the Bihar 
Council on Tuesday that 56 kala-azar cases had been detected recently in Patna 
and its suburb, Sambalpur 


Mr Nabi said of the 56 cases, four had been reported from Patna and the rest 
from Sambalpur. 
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FILARIASIS CONTROL IN LAKSHADWEEP 


TIMES OF INDIA in English 9 Jul 81 p 7 
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average about i> gram of the ani- 
fatal drug «@ year. the report sed 
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nouced. The medical wh ciemrraced 
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OFFICIALS COMMENT ON CHOLERA, GASTROENTERITIS CASES 


Calcutta THE STATESMAN in English 15 Jul 81 p 3 


f 


[Text] TT creak sholera Both Giseases weem to be spread 
cco ceudtis os Tajde snd ing to «djoining areas. Mr Ser seed 
G have that during the part 24 hours sz 
Picnic Garden: area could wad been admitted to hos- 
come pres 2 SS ae Peak trom the Abiripuker Roed 
cials nad t*ker ‘ime'’w te ° mt from Calcutta A spoker 
State Health Departmert spoces we 8 hospital anid 
routise job of the State Health Sy écrina the day. 
partment ©as to collect water sam- Caeit ccherman of Calcatts Corpe 
ples from different parts of the A we iieaith Department  sai4 
city, test them and send the re ration Sety, about 167 suspected 
sults to the civic Health Depart- gastre-onterttis and cholera patr 
— ee he veeas had been sent to the LD 
months . a epals and ents from the Picmac Garcen-Tiljals 
taken from the area tal The bacteriological exa 
the test results showed that the Hospital « Shot amona thea? 
quality of the water in those areas ~ ge wy ty by 
| felt that steps tholere and the death tell fro 
were rot *aken at that time, though the disease *as one. 
it was *eltknown that water com LD. Hospital sources said that 
tinved to be the main purveyor betueen July 5 and July 11, the 
of both cholera and gastro-enter+ total vumber of patients aémitied 
tis, There are a number of shallow and from cholera and 
tna’ wary a, bowcebald bss Soe nent meath 2 coniere © 
many «4 se cholere at 
used by people for ri The civic body's Health Depart 
Efforts are being made to disinfect ment sources sald that sporadic +t 
the «Aer and the Health Depart tacks of from Jit 
ment has released a ton of - tae partes of the city were 
i powder to Calcutta Corpora reported. Between April 1980 45 
Gee fer Se March 1981 more than 657 deaths, 
D.sinfecuon of ponds might de including these of 507 children of 
---i¢ ,t-,F-,-. ages Sve years. from gastro 
pisciculture 39 carried tt 4, 
a many of sp kemman —— 
Se Sbhenot, Administrator, 
The Health Department had atso one & said that so 
released 50.000 chlorine tablets and far about "008 people had bees 
100.000 doses of reccire to the inoculated in the Picnic Gerdes 
Corporation. The disinfection and Tilale ores. Me said that a door. 
inoculation was being done jointly te complete the 
by the State Health ots inoculation of rest of the pope 
and Calcutta Corporation. the lation © be started. The pec 
-—— Minister, Mr Nani Bhatta Sle would alse be asked to support 
charyys sald preven mearures rcitiatedé 
Meanetile, “Mr Prasanta Sur, ~ a attacts ef cholers | 
that one of the Ic patients «Roe Mr Shenel said thet the eivte | 


ay y Hospiias @urina the past authorities felt that disinfect on oe 
M hus ©tth ed cholera —t+y ~y these ores os 
avd gastroenteritis 4 died This se aheed with ~* " 

reises the diseases’ death tol te , 

nine. 
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BRIEFS 


POLIO DEATHS REPORTE™--Thanjavur, 14 Jul--Five babies have died of poliomyelitis 
which broke out in an epidemic form in Arkkattuthurai, a fishermen village, from 
Vedaranyam town panchayat in Thanjavur district in the past four days. The names 
of the 12-month babies are: Arul Mozhi, Raja Ramani, Kalyani (female) and 
[hirunavukkarasu and Udayavendan (male). It was stated that the death was due 

to paralysis of the neck following high fever. [Text] [Madras THE HINDU in 
English 15 Jul 81 p 12] 


GASTROENTERITIS, KALA-AZAR CASES--With the admission of eight more gastro-enteritis 
patients to the Infectious Diseases Hospital at Beliaghata, Calcutta, on Wednesday, 
the number of people admitted to hospital from the Picnic Garden-Tiljala areas 
suffering from the disease rose to 156. Briefing reporters at Writers Building 
during the day, Mr Nani Bhattacharya, Health Minister, said, although it had not 
been declared an epidemic, the measures being taken were those adopted during an 
epidemic. Mr Bhattacharya said the outbreak of Kala-azar in six of the seven 
blocks in the Jangipur sub-division of Murshidabad had been checked. Nearly 274 
people in 113 villages had been suffering from the disease. Four people died so 
far, the Minister said. Nearly 30 villagers are yet to be given medical treatment. 
While 146 ot those affected had been cured, 94 patients are undergoing treatment. 
Workmen had sprayed DDT on 2,322 houses in the affected villages. At present 12 
groups are working in the area. The authorities propose to increase the number to 
30. [Excerpts] [Calcutta THE STATESMAN in English 16 Jul 81 p 3] 


CONJUNCTIVITIS EPIDEMIC--Deoria, July 8 (PTI)--Conjunctivitis has spread in an 
epidemic form in this district. Eye hospitals here are flooded with patients 
with an estimated 20 per cent of the population affected by the disease. [Text] 
[New Delhi PATRIOT in English 9 Jul 81 p 4] 
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ISRAEL 


BRIEFS 


FIRST GAZA CHOLERA--The first case of cholera was detected in a 65-year-old woman 
from Gaza. She was hospitalized in the Gaza Hospital and is reported in good 
condition. It has been reported from the Health Ministry that her family and other 
relatives are currently receiving preventative treatment. Our correspondent 

Elihi Ben-on notes that this is the eighth case of cholera recently detected in 

the territories. To date all those affected had been people who returned from 
Jordan or people who had been in touch with them. This is the first time that 
cholera has been detected in the Gaza Strip. As far as is known, the woman had 

no contacts with people arriving from Jordan. [Text] [TA061037 Jerusalem Domestic 
Service in Hebrew 1000 GMT 6 Aug 81] 


SECOND CHOLERA CASE IN GAZA--A second case of cholera was detected in the Gaza 
Strip on a 3-year-old boy, a relative of a 65-year-old woman who was also found 
sick. The boy has been hospitalized in the Gaza Hospital and is reported to be 
in fair condition. This family had been in contact with people who had recently 
visited Jordan. This is the ninth case of cholera spotted in the territories. 
An elderly man died of cholera. [Text] [TA061322 Jerusalem Domestic Service in 
Hebrew 1300 GMT 6 Aug 81] 
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KENYA 


BRIEFS 


CHOLERA OUTBREAK THREATENS--The Macalder Division of South Nyanza is threatened by 
a cholera outbreak. And the DO Mr. Peter Dwangi Kamwere, has ordered chiefs to 
prosecute people who have not constructed latrines in their homesteads. He urged 
the wananchi to support their chiefs in the fight against cholera. Mr. Kamwere 
was addressing a divisional leaders’ meeting. It was attended, among others, by 
councillors, chiefs, heads of department and primary school head-teachers. South 
Nyanza District public health education officer Peter Akuma stressed the need for 
observing personal and communal hygiene as a preventive measure. He said the 
Olasi, Mikeyi, Chamachichi, Muhuru Bay and Kabuto areas were causing concern with 


regard to a possible cholera outbreak.--KNA [Text] [Nairobi DAILY NATION in 
English 21 Jul 81 p 8] 
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NEW ZEALAND 


BRIEFS 


FREE RUBELLA IMMUNIZATION--Press Assn Wellington--The Government has extended 
the rubella immunisation benefit so females over 16 years can get free immunisa- 
tion. An amendment to the Social Security Act will be introduced so the new 
provision will be effective in August or early September, said the Minister of 
Health, Mr Gair, at the National Hearing Association conference in Dunedin. 

The main age group aimed at in the new drive is between 19 and 29--about 300,000 
women. About 10 per cent of these would require to be immunised. He said the 
department aimed to immunise 98 per cent of form one girls, and that this would 
be done this year. Last year 93.4 per cent were immunised. [Excerpts] 
[Auckland THE NEW ZEALAND HERALD in English 29 Jun 81 p 5] 


CSO: 5400/9059 
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ST LUCIA 


BRIEFS 


DENGUE SPREAD--Castries, St. Lucia, Thursday, (CANA)--The outbreak of dengue 
fever in the Caribbean is causing concern to health authorities in St Lucia. 

The Ministry of Health, as a result, has embarked on a champaign[as published] 

to eradicate the Aedes Aegypti mosquito which is responsible for the spread of 
dengue fever. A senior environmental health official said that during the next 
few days, health aids will carry out house-to-house inspections in order to assist 
and advise the public on the effective ways to avoid breeding grounds for the 
mosquito. The officer described the symptoms of the disease as a sudden onset 

of fever which lasts from five to seven days, intense headache, joint and mus- 
cle pain and rashes. Although the disease is not fatal, the officer pointed out, 
recovery is associated with prolonged fatigue and depression. The public has 
been asked to get rid of all containers that will hold water for mosquitoes to 
breed. These include empty tins, coconut shells, all tyres and buckets. The 
disease is currently affecting several islands in the Caribbean. Hundreds of 

St. Lucians are reporied to be affected by the disease. [Text] [Bridgetown 
ADVOCATE-NEWS in English 10 Jul 81 p 3] 


CSO: 5400/7565 
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VENEZUELA 


BRIEFS 


DISEASE OUTBREAK IN ZULIA--Worrisome, is how Dr. Leonel Leon, epidemiologist from 
the University Hospital of Maracaibo, judged the health situation in Zulia in the 
face of the outbreak of a great number of illnesses which have appeared in the 

last few months. In spite of the constant denial on the part of the health 
authorities, in insisting that conditions are normal, the mass of people are alarmed 
by the existence of viruses which attack mainly young children. On being interviewed 
in relation to the most recent outbreaks, among which the most prominent illnesses 
are tumors, measles and rubella, among others, Doctor Leon showed his concern. The 
situation is not grave, but it could be serious, due basically to the danger which 
exists that various epidemics might break out in spite of the precautions which we 
have adopted. Four suspected cases of polio and those of malaria registered in 

the last few days should be added to the outbreaks of infectious contagious 

diseases mentioned. [Text] [Caracas EL NACIONAL in Spanish 16 Jul 81 p c-7] 9678 
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CHILE 


TEN RACEHORSES DESTROYED BECAUSE OF INFECTIOUS ANEMIA 
(Santiago LA TERCERA DE LA HORA in Spanish 16 Jul 81 p 8 


Text] Vina del Mar (Hernan Camacho)--By sanitary order of the Agriculture and Live- 
stock Service (SAG), 10 racehorses of the Valparaiso Sporting Club, suffering from 
a fatal infectious anemia, were destroyed in the Concon abattoir at about 1500 hours. 


The order was carried out 4s soon as the veterinarians from SAG, Jorge Fuller and 
Moises Hervias, arrived at the Valparaiso Sporting Club from nearby Quillota with 
orders to destroy 15 animals, which showed signs of the disease. In the local 

track enclosure, the veterinarians had a long discussion with the head of the clinic, 
Doctor Victor Goldsveig, and with the owners of the affected thoroughbreds, acceding 
to the request made by the latter to obtain a new blood sample from the following 
horses: Briscali, Tacitus, Senpiterna, Yali, and Vellocino de Oro, which are being 
held for observation and which are completely isolated in the corrals of the trainer, 
Gustavo Pombo. 


The other horses were not so lucky: I1 Nono, Su Salso, Tratoria, Chory Boy, Maula, 
Buzzolo, Vividora, Buen Trago, Zulaicana and Caucasian and Wind. They were loaded 
in two trailer trucks and sent to the Cancon abattoir where they were slaughtered 
and their remains cremated. 


The President of the Organization 


Alejandro Bachur, owner of racehorses and president of the Vinamarina group, stated, 
, more than ever the need to ‘legislate’ in this matter is felt, in order to 
put into practice a method of safeguarding the interests of the only ones affected 
by this fatal epidemic: the owners of racehorses. Just think, they destroyed my 
mare, Vividora, and I still have to pay two more promissory notes for the purchase. 
sing that it fe necessary to create a risk fund for this type of situation be- 
_ause insurance does not cover horses when an epidemic exists and breeders of race- 
rses are not responsible for this type of abnormality. The risk fund should 
from e new percentage which would be applied to purses and would be aminis- 
éxcrow o- he Aacins mmuission Under presen ! 


.o purchase racehorses in the tuture. 





Doctor Goldzveig 


The chief of the Veterinary Clinic of the VSC, Doctor Goldzveig, spoke to us about 
the methods adopted right after the outbreak of infectious anemia, making it clear 
that since yesterday there has been a strict quarantine for all horses presently 
in the Sporting Club, refusing permission for any to leave or allowing any from 
other areas to enter. The reknowned veterinarian informed us that, "we have put 
into effect a rigorous plan of disinfection and fumigation ordered by SAC and a 
plan of total cleanliness in all the corrals of VSC. Gustavo, the trainer most 
affected, will be transferred to another section where he will take pertinent 
measures to totally eradicate the virus. On the 22 and 23 of this month, we shall 
have a new sampling from the rest of the horses in order to determine the degree 
of proliteration or decrease which this anemia has had. I think that with the 
steps already taken and with the cooperation of all, this disagreeable situation 


will be completely overcome.” 


9678 
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KENYA 


BRIEFS 


WEST POKOT RABIES OUTBSREAK--Quarantine--West Pokot District has been put under 
canine quarantine, following an outbreak of rabies in the district. This was 
announced by the area District Veterinary Officer Dr. A. K. Koskey. He pointed 
out that due to the outbreak of the disease, no dogs or cats could be moved 


from or into the district without written permission from his office. [Text] 
[Nairobi THE STANDARD in English 18 Jul 81 p 3] 
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NEW ZEALAND 


BRIEFS 


FACIAL ECZEMA LOSSES--Press Assn Hamilton--Facial eczema may have cost 
Morrinsville Co-operative Dairy Company suppliers about $3.7 million for the 
loss of 9300 cows which either died or went out of production in the past 
season. This figure was suggested by a company director, Mr Bevin Bodmin, at 
the company's annual farm production field day and seminar at Morrinsville. 
[Text] [Auckland THE NEW ZEALAND HERALD in English 10 Jul 81 p 12] 
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JAMAICA 


POWERFUL NEW INSECTICIDE DEVELOPED FROM LOCAL PLANT 
Kingston THE DAILY GLEANER in English 9 Jul 81 p 1 


[Text] Researchers at the Scientific Research Council say they have discovered 
a powerful new insecticide--an extract from a plant which grows widely in Jamaica. 


The insecticide, which is reported to be similar to pyrethrum, is more ef fec- 
tive against a wider number of insect pests in preliminary tests conducted at 
the SRC. Like pyrethrum, which is an extract from a species of chrysanthemum 
“lant, the new insecticide is not harmful to man and domestic animals. 


‘ ame of the Jamaican plant has not been disclosed as the Scientific Research 
C>wxcil wishes to patent its product before releasing the name. 


The plant is already in wide use as a remedy for certain stomach ailments. 

The insecticide can be used in several forms. It can be used in the manufac- 
ture of mosquito destroyer coils, applied as a powder against crawling insects; 
and applied in the form of a spray mist. 


Additional testing is expected to be carried out by local entomologists, to 
further determine the full range and potential of the new insecticide. 


Further study is also to involve the use of synergists (substances that build 
up the potency of the insecticide) as is done in certain pyrethrum-based 
insecticides. 


Pvrethrum, one of the oldest and safest insecticides, is used widely in houses, 
hospitals, schools and restaurants, where its non-toxicity to human beings and 
domestic animals gives it a great advantage over artificial pesticides. 


Most of the world's supply of pyrethrum comes from a few African countries 
and recently, a multi-million dollar plant for its extraction was established 
in Lesotho. 

Unlike pvyrethrum, which can only be extracted from the dried flower of the 


chrysanthemum plant, the newly discovered insecticide can be extracted from 
all sections of the Jamaican plant. 
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NEW ZEALAND 


PINE TREE DISORDER BELIEVED CAUSED BY FUNCI, NOT DISEASE 

Tests To Continue 
Auckland THE NEW ZEALAND HERALD in English 24 Jun 81 p 2 
[Text] After several weeks of testing, Forestry Research Institute scientists 
at Rotorua hold to their view that the disorder which attacked Northland pine 
forests earlier this year was not a disease. 
“We are hardening in our attitude that what we have got is simply a situation of 
decay fungi which have run wild in an unusual year,” the scientist in charge of 
the tests, Dr G. B. Sweet, said yesterday. 


"It will probably be spring, however, before we can be absolutely certain.” 


Dr Sweet said the major reason scientists had been 99 per cent certain it was not 
a disease was because they could not find one. 


“The time we would find it would be the spring when we would get a source of 
spores,” he said. 


It was quite possible that the same disorder could recur given a similar conm- 
bination of wet, humid conditions. 


There were some things that happened around Kinleith in the late 50s and early 
60s which were possibly the same thing,” said Dr Sweet. 


[he emergency measures at Northland, which involved cutting down and burning 
affected trees, were carried out because the disorder might have been a disease. 
In the event of a recurrence they would probably not be necessary again. 


Restrictions Lifted 


lineton THE EVENING POST in English 8 Jul 81 p 5 


lfexti Jisease control restrictions 1 cine tvrests 
ted, the Minister of Lan ~ - Venn Your 
id in a statement that affected trees had been discovered in other 


ireas of Northland, outside the Puhipuhi region and it therefore seece ensibd! 








remove all the restrictions since the main objective of the restrictions had 


mn to localise the disorder. 
Young said the forest research institute would continue to try to identify 
disorder. 
5401 906 | 
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